If you have appreciated this work and want to fertsupport this healing
ministry and your enlightenment please take a ktake following link:
www.livingnow.net/vanderpool/
and take a look at one of the most powerful alliratsubstance known to
man kind, that can boost your immunity and immuystesm 1.Q. up to 103-438%
increase. This all natural substance has over a&fsya# research and 3000
scientific studies behind it. | promise you it wok well worth your closest
scrutiny, time, and investigation.

To know your Qabbalistic Angels Horoscope and Tprognostication, please
visit www.qabbalisticangels.com

For more ebooks like this one, please visit
http://stores.ebay.com/OMSH-Books-And-Services




WITH THE ADEPTS

AN ADVENTURE AMONG THE ROSICRUCIANS

BY FRANZ HARTMANN

NEW AND REVISED EDITION

WILLIAM RIDER & SON: LONDON

-1910-



PREFACE

i HE following account of a psychic experience hasrb
y.._,____,, gathered from notes handed to me by a friend, mof
a:‘ considerable repute. Whether the adventures teleith

*¢2 are to be regarded as a dream, or an actual erper

el the astral plane, | must leave to the reader tggud

F. H.



CHAPTER |
HE EXCURSION

2211 AM penning these lines in a little village in tAgine

&2 7811 mountains, in Southern Bavaria, and only a shetadice
¥k | from the Austrian frontier. The impressions | reeel

¥k | yesterday are still fresh in my mind; the experenwhich
1 caused them were as real to me as any other experie

'- AP caused by the events of every-day life; nevertisekbey

were of such an extraordinary character that | caparsuade myself that

they were more than a dream.

Having finished the long and tedious labor of iriigeging the history of the
Rosicrucians, and studying old worm-eaten booksjldyomanuscripts
hardly legible from age, passing days and partsgsft in convent libraries
and antiquarian shops, collecting and copying dteryg that seemed to be
of any value for my object in view, and havingagtlfinished my task, |
made up my mind to grant to myself a few holidays] to spend them
among the sublime scenery of the Tyrolian Alps.

The mountains were not yet free from snow, althaighspring had
advanced; but | was anxious to escape the turmdihaise of the city, to
breathe once more the pure and exhilarating @lefnountain heights, to
see the shining glaciers glistening like vast mgria the light of the rising
sun, and to share the feeling of the poet Byronnwieewrote the following
verses:--

"He who ascends to mountain tops shall find

The loftiest peaks most wrapp’d in clouds analasn
He who surpasses or subdues mankind

Must look down on the hate of those below;
Though high above the sun of glory glow,

And far beneath the earth and ocean spread,
Round him are icy rocks, and loudly blow

Contending tempests on his naked head,
And thus reward the toils which to these sumrads'|



Boarding the train, | soon arrived at the footld hills. Thence | wandered
on foot, highly enjoying the change from the smakyosphere of the
crowded streets to the fresh air of the countrggpant with the odor of the
pines and the daisies, the latter of which wereeappg in places from
which the snow was gone. The road led up througtvéiley of the river,
and, as | advanced, the valley grew narrower aadittes of the mountain
steeper. Here and there were clusters of farmhpasdssome rustic
cottages clinging to the projecting rocks of theumtains as if seeking
protection against the storms which often blow tigitothese valleys. The
sun was sinking down below the western horizon,@ligd the snowy
peaks of the mountains and the brazen cross aophaf the spire of the
little village church, from which tolled the curfewar, as it is here called, the
Ave Marig when | arrived at the place selected as a stppoint for my
excursions into the mountains.

Finding a hospitable reception in the village ihsoon retired to rest, and
awoke early in the morning, having been arousent fmoy sleep by the
tinkling of little bells hanging around the necKglze goats which were sent
out to their pasturage. | arose and stepped twithgow. The shadows of
night were fleeing before the approach of the cgnsun; the dawn had
begun, and before me in sublime array stood thedgoéd peaks of the
mountains, reminding me of Edwin Arnold's descaptof the view to be
had from the windows of Prince Siddartha's palstshramvan. There the
grand mountains stood:--

"Ranged in white ranks against the blue-untrod
Infinite, wonderful--whose uplands vast,

And lifted universe of crest and crag,

Shoulder and shelf, green slope and icy horn,
Riven ravine and splintered precipice,

Led climbing thought higher and higher, until

It seemed to stand in heaven and speak with gods."

Soon | was on the way, and wandered farther upgtrohe valley along the
river-bed; but the river was here merely a smadlast, rushing and dancing
wildly over the rocks, while farther down, wherda#d grown big, it flowed
in tranquil majesty through the plains. The vallesough which | wandered
seemed to cut through long ranges of mountainsptret valleys opened
into this. Some of these valleys were known to fmel had roamed through
them and explored their mysterious recesses, camddprests some twenty



years ago; but there was one mysterious valleywhad not yet been
explored by me, and which led towards a high, bdted mountain peak,
whose summit was said to be inaccessible, and wharh the foot of no
mortal had ever trod. Towards this valley | seeneele attracted by some
invisible but irresistible power. | felt as if, its unexplored depths at the
foot of this inaccessible mountain, the secretamtkfined longings of my
heart were to be satisfied; as if there a mystay tw be revealed to me,
whose solution could not be found in books.

The sun had not yet risen above the horizon, amdank woods to the right
and left were of a uniform color. As | entered t@@row, mysterious valley,
the path rose gradually, leading through a dar&dibalong the side of a
mountain. Slowly and almost imperceptibly it ascsahcht first it was near
the rushing stream, but as | progressed the rodwedbrrent sounded more
and more distant; the foaming stream itself seeimathk farther down. At
last the forest became thinner, and the dark waaae now far below me;
but before me and above the intervening treesth@esaaked cliffs of the
inaccessible mountain. Still the path led up higls@on the distant noise of
a waterfall was heard, and | approached againgdeobthe mountain
stream, which, however, now seemed to be a masxkd, split into pieces
by some giant power, lying about in wild confusiamile the white foam of
the water danced between the cliffs.

Here and there were little islands of soil covesgtth green vegetation. They
stood like isolated tables in the midst of the efltkss; for the combined
action of water and air had decomposed and eatay awyreat part of their
foundations, and they looked like plates of saitiregy upon small pedestals;
hard as they are, their final tumble is merely esgion of time, for their
foundations are slowly crumbling away.

My path took me upwards, sometimes nearing the-beel, sometimes
receding from it, leading sometimes over steepgpakd again descending
to the bottom of ravines formed by the melting seowhus | entered deep
into the mysterious valley, when the first signsoifirise appeared upon the
cliffs above my head. One of these towering peaks evowned with a halo
of light, while beyond it the full sunlight streatheto the valley below. A
mild breeze swept through the tops of the trees tlam foliage of the birch-
trees, with which the pine forest was sprinkledntbled in the morning air.
No sound could now be heard, except occasionadiyntte of a titmouse,



and more rarely the cry of a hawk which rose irglainawn, spiral motions
high up into the air to begin its work of the day.

Now the ash-gray walls and cliffs began to assumal@ silvery hue, while
in the rents and crags of the rock the dark blaelslseemed to resist the
influence of the light. Looking backwards, | sawnhitne valley widened,
and, far down, the stream could be seen as it waddewards the plains.
Obtaining more room as it advanced, it spread,famded ponds and tanks
and little lakes among the meadows. On the oppsglteof the valley rose
the tops of high mountains far into the sky, antivieen the interstices of the
summits, still more summits arose. The foot ofrdmege was covered with a
dark vegetation, but the mountain sides exhibitgdeat variety of colors,
from the almost black appearance of the rocks bé&botlve ethereal white of
the farthest peaks, whose delicate hues seemeeno Wwith the pale blue
sky. Here and there the surface was already cowatbdspots of light from
the rising sun, falling through the rents of thek®and through the branches
of trees, foreboding the near arrival of the orlblay. Thus the higher peaks
enjoyed the warm light of the sun long before drshinto the valley below;
but while it shone in its full brightness upon theuntain tops, the dark
shadows in the deep valley became thinner and egdisappear.

At last the solemn moment arrived, and the sun irobes sublime majesty
over the tops of the mountains, becoming visiblalitoThe shadows fled,
and a flood of light penetrated into the valleghtiening up the dark forest
of pines and illuminating the caves of the rockani®ig upon the fields of
snow and the glaciers, its light was reflectedhas mirror and produced a
blinding effect, but upon the rocky surface it beeasoftened, and gave it
the appearance of a thousand various hues.

The road turned round a projecting part of the lmeignd suddenly | stood
in full view of the inaccessible mountain. Betwdbka place where | stood
and the base of the mountain there was a welldneghess plain, and the
soil was almost without any vegetation. Everywhbeeground was covered
with stones and rocks, many of which seemed to Falen down from the
mysterious mountain and to have been broken ifelheHere and there was
a small spot covered with moss or small vegetasengding fantastically-
shaped branches of green upwards along the sidee ofaccessible
mountain towards the bare gray walls of the summhgre giant sentinels of
a forbidding mien stood eternal and immovable, seeimed to defend their
strongholds against the aggressive vegetation,dingathe latter back into



the valley. Thus the everlasting combat which haghlraging for untold
ages still continued; but the front lines of thetemding armies changed
from year to year. Everlasting, like the eternaths, stand the bare gray
rocks upon the summits; here and there the vegetaitvades their
kingdom, like illusions approaching the realm o tieal; death is victorious;
the green spots are buried each year under thert#iag rocks; but again
life is the victor, for those rocks decay, and & tiée appears upon their
withered faces.

In the limestone formation of the Alpine rangeg, tbhcks decomposed by
wind and rain assume often the most fantastic shapgsch suggest the
names which are given to the mountains. Very lgtver of imagination is
required to behold in the shape of the summitsi@Wilden Kaiser
mountain the figure of the Emperor Barbarossa, hishong red beard,
with crown and scepter, lying in state, unaffedigdhe cold of the winter or
the summer's heat, waiting to be resurrected; amase see in the shape of
the Hochvogel the form of an eagle spreading itey® in the Widder-horn,
the shape of the horns of a ram, &c. At the bage@Mmountains and in the
valleys the soil is covered with small loose roaksl piles of sand, in the
midst of which the coltsfoot plantT(ssilago farfarq spreads its large green
leaves, and the blue bell-shaped flowers of theksioood Aconitum
napellug wave their heads. In some secluded spots grosvsdlebrated
edelweiss Gnaphalium leontopodiupresembling in size those which grow
on the Popocatepetl in Mexico, and on the Cordifleof South America.
There may also be found the mountain gentian, tfpa@rose, the
mandrakeArnica montanathe mysteriouslypericon and other curious
plants full of healing powers and strange virtiWberever a sufficient
guantity of soil has accumulated to enable a waegdw, a larger kind of
vegetation appears; but the little crust of easthat deep enough to afford a
solid footing to large trees. They may grow to gaia height, but some day
a storm will arise and sweep down the mountainssided then the work of
destruction begins. Grand old tree-corpses, whaoss have been torn from
the soil, are lying about, their barkless, bleadmehches like so many
skeleton arms stretched up towards heaven, asyifitad been calling for
help in the hour of their death, but no help had/ad. Smaller growths of
dwarf-trees surround them, and cover the grourfdemt like parasites upon
the substance of the dead.

The spring had advanced; but among these mouriterseasons are
interlaced with each other. The red and yellow ésguainted by autumn
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were seen among the green foliage of the stuntegspirhe moss clinging
to the steep precipices shows the reddish col@imdd in the fall, and in
many clefts and caverns linger the snow and iceepast winter; but above
the red and green and the pure white snow thergesges of the summits
rise in a succession of pillars and points, witmde and spires and
pinnacles, like a city built by the gods; whiletire background spreads the
gray or blue canopy of heaven. Thin streams of wate down from these
heights over the precipices, and as they splashtbgerojecting rocks they
are reduced to vapor before reaching the grourahbdlhe rocks
themselves have been hollowed out, forming largesaand indicating how
powerful those little veins of water may becomesviklled by the floods
from the melting snows of the summits.

After enjoying for a few minutes the sublimity ¢iig scenery, | continued
my way and approached a little stream coming fromaterfall in the
distance. | wandered along its border; the watey deep, but so clear that
even the smallest pebble could be distinctly sédmeabottom. Sometimes it
appeared as motionless as if it were liquid cryséaletrated by the rays of
the sun, and again, meeting with obstacles in dg, \w foamed in its rocky
bed as if in a sudden fit of rage, while in othkcps it tumbled in little
cascades over pretty pebbles and stones, forminigowe cataracts which
exhibited manifold colors.

In these solitudes there is nothing to remind drte@existence of man,
except occasionally the sawn-off trunk of a trémvang the destructive
influence of human activity. In some old, rottenddollow trunks rain-
water has collected, sparkling in the sun likédlithirrors, such as may be
used by water nymphs, and around their edgesiitishrooms are growing,
which our imagination transforms into chairs, tabkend baldachinos for
fairies and elves.

Where | now stood, the ground was covered with mexsd occasionally
there was to be seen a great, white thistle, whlbbag-pointed leaves
sparkled in the sunlight. At a short distance | sasmall grove of pines,
looking like an island in the desert, and to thatvg | directed my steps.
There | resolved to rest and enjoy the beauty tfreal laid myself down
upon the moss in a place which was overshadowedmighty pine. The
music of the mountain stream was heard at a disfamz opposite to the
place where | rested there was to be seen a wigtepieeading into a vapor
as it fell over the rocks, and in the vapor appe#ne colors of the rainbow.



The mist fell into a basin formed of rock, and frament in this basin,
overgrown with moss, the water foamed and rushastehning down
towards the valley, to become united with the niendy of the river.

For a long time | watched the play of the wated #re longer | watched the
more did it become alive with forms of the mosugsilar shape.
Supermundane beings of great beauty seemed to gatleespray, shaking
their heads in the sunshine and throwing showeligufl silver from their
streaming curls and waving locks. Their laughtemsted like that of the
falls of Minnehaha, and from the crevices of thekeopeeped the ugly faces
of gnomes and kobolds watching slyly the dancdeffairies. Above the

fall the current seemed to hesitate before throwsweif down over the
precipice; but below, where it left the basin,ppaared to be irritated by the
iImpediments in its way and impatient to leave amk; while far down in
the valley, where it became united to its brothties,river, it sounded as if
the latter was welcoming it back to its bosom, asdf both were exulting
over their final union in a glad jubilee.

What is the reason that we imagine such things? tidhywe endow "dead
things" with human consciousness and with sensawghy are we in our
moments of happiness not satisfied to feel thaliween a body, but our
consciousness craves to go out of its prison-handamix with the

universal life? Is our consciousness merely a prbdfithe organic activity
of our physical body, or is it a function of theiwarsal life, concentrated--so
to say--in a focus within the physical body? Is parsonal consciousness
dependent for its existence on the existence gpliysical body, and does it
die with the latter; or is there a spiritual cosness, belonging to a
higher, immortal, and invisible self of man, whishiemporarily connected
with the physical organism, but which may existapdndent of the latter? If
such is the case, if our physical organism is nigeaelinstrument through
which our consciousness acts, then this instrumamtt our real self. If this
IS true, then our real self may exist independeuitihe latter. If we

mentally float along the curves of the mountainstapnking gradually
downwards, rising suddenly upwards, and examimngur imagination the
things upon their surface, why do we feel suchrss®f exhilaration and
joy, as if we were really there, but had left owaterial body behind,
because too heavy to accompany the spirit to fhe@ftthe inaccessible
mountain? It is true, a part of our life and consshess must remain with
the physical form, to enable it to continue to lduweing our absence and to
attend to the functions of life; but we have reddamnambules and persons
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in an ecstatic condition, whose inner spirituaf,seith all its powers of
consciousness, sensation, and perception, wastdbs@artheir apparently
dead forms, and who visited distant places, gonmthraturning with the
velocity of thought, and bringing descriptions o€l places which were
afterwards verified and found to be true.

Why do we find life in all things, even in thoseiathare considered "dead,"
if we merely put ourselves in a condition in whwgh can perceive that they
are living? Can there be any dead matter in theeuse? IS not even a stone
held together by the "cohesion" of its particles] attracted to the earth by
"gravitation"? But what else is this "cohesion" dgdavitation" but energy,
and what is "energy" but the Soul, an interior gipte called force, which
produces an outward manifestation called mattdrpbich must ultimately
be identical with force or substance, or by whatéaane we may call a
thing of which we have no conception. If this viesacorrect, then all things
possess life, all things possess soul, and theyeomaoul-beings, whose
outward forms are not so gross as ours, and whtharefore invisible to

our physical senses, but may be perceived by ouarsmul.

In the silence of nature thoughts grow to be wakirepms, and dreams
become visions. | imagined how in this solemn adkt | might remain all
the rest of my life, perhaps sharing my habitatath a few congenial
friends. | imagined how, united by common interestd having identical
objects in view, we might be happy and obtain kmalgk together. Here, far
away from the superficiality and shallowness of omn life, a far greater
clearness of mental perception, a much deeper ntatien of thought, a
much higher conception of the truth regarding tlysteries of nature and
man might be obtained. How much would our senseshbgened for the
perception of external and internal things! how muould our knowledge
of self increase! What should we care about thddolaries of what is
called "society"; what should we care to know ofivis going on in that
great insane asylum called "the world"? Here wddbve undisturbed
within our own selves, unpestered by the necrorogomictices of "society,"
which daily and hourly force us to go out from witlour own selves, to
appear where we do not desire to be, compel ustt@save do not desire to
act, to bow down before the goddess of fashion,nwvive despise in our
hearts.

Would such a life be useful for us and useful filveos? If it is true that the
world and we ourselves are made up of ideas, thsnust in such solitudes
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that the best conditions might be found in whiclgitasp and remodel ideas.
Thoughts and ideas cannot be merely illusions; thegt have a real
existence, as real and perhaps more lasting tieaoljlective things of this
world; for we know that ideas outlive the deathre forms in which they
are represented; we know that ideas, like othéisfrare born and become
mature, and whenever an idea is mature it app@atfseomental horizon of
the world, and is often grasped at the same timsolye receptive minds. A
man who is able to grasp and remodel exalted idegmbgive them material
expression, may do much more for the benefit oftbdd by living alone
and in solitude, than by living among the world whhkis work is
continually impeded by affairs of minor importandéée ideas which he
shapes will not die with his body. They will bedtan upon the great mirror,
the Astral Light, and be preserved in the memorhefworld, to be grasped
and utilized by others.

What is that being we cathan after all? What is this living animal
organism of flesh, blood, and bones, nerves and mvhich lives for a
while and then dies, and which the great majoritgenple esteem so
highly, as if it were their own immortal self, afat the comfort of which
they often sacrifice their self-respect, their aignrhonor, and virtue? Is it
anything else than an animal in whom an intelldcigavity of a higher
order than in other animals predominates? Camtbistal activity be the
product of the mechanical, chemical, and physialalgactivity of gross
matter? If not, what is the cause of this activéiyd can this cause exist
independently of the form? What is a man withowt iatelligence? If
intelligence, as it necessarily must be, is anbaiie of the spirit, what is a
man without any spirit and without spiritual intgénce?

While | was meditating about this question a stuaidyhter sounded close
by my side. | had been so much engaged with mytbeughts that | had
not noticed the approach of the stranger; but legpkip | saw close by my
side one of those half-idiotic human beings whoayttall cretins, and who
are often found in the mountainous countries oft&wiand and Savoy. |
was somewhat surprised and startled, and noteaditthoyed at the
unwelcome interruption, and | asked him rather pthyu"What do you
want?"

A broad grin passed over the face of the dwarfstmh he certainly was, as
he answered, "Master says | should guide you thdise." | was somewhat
astonished by his reply, but remembering that thartiwas an idiot, and
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that no intelligent answer was to be expected fnom | asked, "Who is
your master?" His answer was, "Imperator"; andeasgoke that word a
spark of intelligence seemed to shine in his eged,the tone of his voice
seemed to indicate that this Imperator, whoevenigt be, was
undoubtedly somebody to whom the cretin renderqadiarhobedience. |
attempted to ask the dwarf more questions, anthdodut who his

Imperator was, or where he lived, but all my eBdd obtain information
from one who was evidently an idiot were unavailiagd he merely grinned
and repeated the words which he had already sfodebé therefore at last
made up my mind to go with him and see how the r@ive would end.

The cretin walked ahead and | followed him; hertegltowards the base of
the inaccessible mountain. While we were walkingaod the idiot often
turned back to see whether | was following himadila good opportunity to
study his dress and features. He was not over teetdigh, and evidently a
hunchback. His clothing consisted of a brown gaserwhich a hood was
attached, which made him appear like a small Capunbnk of the order
of St. Augustine. An immense big head and a contipaia large body
rested upon very thin and small legs, while hi$ $e&emed again to be
extraordinarily large. Perhaps on account of hialksize and the healthy
color of his face, he appeared to be almost a chutthis opinion was
contradicted by a gray beard of considerable lendftich adorned his face.
In his hand he carried a staff made of a dead bfrdtree, which he had
evidently picked up on his way.

-13 -



CHAPTER 11
THE MONASTERY

g FOLLOWED my weird companion, and soon we regained
/45781 the path running along the bed of the creek, wiahed
== | tranquilly over a bottom covered with white pebblsd
%k | the shallowness of the water seemed to indicatentba
# | were not far from its source. As we approached the
4 mysterious mountain the stone walls appeared ¢o ris
perpendicularly before us, and there was no plaible
where any other being but a bird could have asakriméd as we came still
nearer, | noticed a rent or break in the side efwiall, opening like a cave or
a tunnel. This tunnel we entered, and, as we pdatkd saw that it
penetrated the giant wall and led into anotherydlleyond. We arrived at
the other end of the tunnel, and an exclamatigoyoénd surprise escaped
my lips as | beheld the beautiful sight which praed itself to my view.

Before me was a valley surrounded by mountainwiofeatly inaccessible
height, and this valley nature and art seemedve bambined to endow
with an almost superterrestrial beauty. Like a wastan bay it opened
before my sight, closing in the distance with adkaf natural amphitheatre.
It was covered with short grass and planted witpblenrees, and on all sides
there were forests and groves, small lakes andylaveeks. Immediately in
front of me, but still at a considerable distanmosge the vault of a sublime
mountain peak high into the blue ether of spacesgmting a cavity with
overhanging rocks, looking like the hollow spacdema gigantic wave,
which had been petrified by some magic spell. Titlessof the mountain
sank sheer towards a lower declivity, and thenragase abruptly to an
imposing height.

In the presence of so much sublimity | became dumded. My companion
seemed to comprehend my feeling; for he, too, sstilcand laughed, as if
he were pleased to see how full of admiration |.W&® stillness which
surrounded us would have been complete if it hadbaen for the noise of a
cataract, at a distance to the left, falling ovetesep precipice and appearing
like a string of fluid silver backed by the darlagmrock. The monotonous
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rush of that fall in contradistinction to the swmnaling stillness seemed to
me like the rush of the river of time in the realfreternity; another world
than the one to which | had been accustomed seentexye descended
upon me; the air seemed more pure, the light mivereal, the grass more
green than on the other side of the tunnel; hezmed to be the valley of
peace, the paradise of happiness and content.

Looking towards the high peak in the distance,ticedl what seemed to be a
palace, a fortress, or a monastery of some kindlagni came nearer, | saw it
was a massive building of stone. Its high wallseralove the tops of the
surrounding trees, and a dome, as if of a tempteyreed the top of the
building. Its exterior appearance indicated thedgglof the walls. It was

built in rectangular form, but its architecture wext of a regular style; it
presented many projecting windows, turrets, baksmnd verandas.

On the other side of the valley nature was notsesdéime and inspiring.
Gray giant cliffs, standing out prominently agaitiet steel-blue background
of the sky, rose up to an extraordinary heightoBethe highest peaks long
strips of white clouds had settled around the mamanand seemed to
separate the top of the latter from its main bddhe part below the cloud
was partly covered by the shadow and partly illated by a pale ghostly
light, producing a glamour. There, where the mas$efouds rested against
the bulk of the mountain, it seemed to me thatd l@aking into a world of
destruction. It was as if the entrails of the maimhad been torn up, and
the uniformity of the desolate jumble of rocks veady interrupted by a few
remnants of snow situated in the caverns and oortdgs of the mountain.

As we advanced we came into a broad avenue leg&alithg building, and |
beheld a man of noble and imposing appearance agpry. He was clad
in a yellow robe, his head covered with black flogvhair, and he walked
with an elastic step. When the cretin saw this mahurried towards him,
prostrated himself before him, and suddenly vanishiee an image of a
dream.

| was struck with astonishment by this extraordin@rcurrence, but | had
no time to reflect, for the stranger approachedanebid me welcome. He
appeared to be a man of about thirty-five yeaimsgef, of tall and
commanding stature; and his mild and benevoleri, fudl of spiritual
energy, seemed to penetrate my whole being arehtbmy innermost
thoughts. "Surely," | thought, "this man is an Adép
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"Yes," answered the stranger, as if he had beahngaly thought, "you
have fallen into the hands of the Adepts, of whamu ave thought so much
and whose acquaintance you often desired to makid, &ill introduce you
into our temple and make you acquainted with sofrioBrothers of the
Golden and Rosy Cross

| scanned his face, and now it seemed to me hssifrian were not a
stranger to me. There was something so familiauhion, as if | had
known him for years, and yet | could not find agaldor him in my memory.
In vain | tortured my brain to find out when or whké had met this man, or
at least some other one resembling him in appear&ha again the
Imperator of this "Rosicrucian Society," for suagroved to be, answered
my unspoken thought by saying: "You are right; weraot strangers, for |
have often been in your presence and stood bysidar although you did
not see me. | have directed the flow of ideas wkitchamed into your brain,
while you elaborated them and put them down inimgitMoreover, this
place has often been visited by you while your ahinody was sleeping,
and you have conversed with me and with the brethmrt when your soul
returned to its house of flesh and blood, it cowdtlimpress the memory of
the brain with the recollection of the events tlgiowvhich you had passed,
and you could remember none of your transcendertariences when you
awoke. The memory of the animal form retains ohbyitnpressions which
are made upon it by the avenues of the externaksethe memory of the
spirit awakens when we are in the spiritual state."

| told the Imperator that | considered this daylthepiest one in my life,
and only regretted that | should not be permiteecetmain here for ever, as |
felt that | was not yet worthy to remain in the istg of beings so far exalted
above my own state.

"We shall not permit you to go away very soon,"ve&ed the Master. "You
will have ample time to see how we live. But agaar permanently
remaining here, this is at present an impossibifityu have other duties to
perform, and, moreover, there are still too mangheflower and animal
elements adhering to your constitution and fornangart of yourself. They
could not resist long the destructive influencéhaf pure and spiritual air of
this place; and as you have not yet a sufficierdwarhof truly spiritual
elements in your organism to render it firm andrsy, you would, by
remaining here, soon become weak and waste awax lgerson in a state
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of consumption; you would become miserable inste#dzking happy. You
would die."

"Master," | said, "then | can at least hope torlearhile | am here, the
mystery of those great spiritual powers which yossess; by which you are
said to be able to transform one thing into anothed transmute base
metals into gold?"

"There is nothing mysterious or wonderful aboumy; friend," said the
Imperator. "Such things are not more wonderful tthenordinary
phenomena of nature which we see every day. Thegrdy mysterious to
those whose own prejudices and misconceptions hthden from seeing
the truth and knowing the power the spirit possefssubjugate matter by
means of the soul. We need not be surprised abent &ny more than about
seeing the moon revolve around the earth, or wagcthie growth of a tree.
It is all merely the effect of that one primordgawer which is called the
Will, and which called the world into existencemanifests itself in various
ways as mechanical force or as a spiritual powsriths always the same
divine power of Will, acting through the instrumatlitty of the organism of
man, who directs it by his intelligence."”

"Then," | said, "the principal requirement wouldtbdearn how to
strengthen the Will?"

"Not so," said the Imperator. "The Will is the latlve universal power
holding together the worlds in space and causiagékolutions of planets;
it pervades and penetrates everything, and doagqoire your
strengthening it, for it is already strong enougla¢complish everything.
You are only an instrument through which this $pai power may act and
manifest itself, if you do not attempt to oppose it

"Then," | said, "how can we accomplish anythinglé If we can do
nothing through the power of our own will, we mayveell never attempt to
do anything."

"We can accomplish nothing useful,” answered thetbta"by attempting

to employ any separate will of our own; but we reayploy our Reason and
Intelligence to guide and conduct the already agstiniversal Will-power
in Nature which constitutes the life of all things\d thus we may
accomplish in a few moments certain things whiakatild require
unconscious nature much longer periods of timecto@plish without our
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aid. The miller who employs the water of a rivesét his mill in motion
does not create water, nor does he attempt to thakever run upwards
towards its source; he merely leads the streancetti@in channels and uses
the already existing current in an intelligent manto accomplish his
purpose. He knows the law of nature and acts iardance with it. Being
obedient to that law he is able to employ it. Natoibbeys those who act in
obedience to her laws. In the same manner ac&dept. He guides the
existing spiritual power by his intelligence, ahereby causes it to
accomplish certain things in accordance with tlneddnature."

"Do you see yonder cloud which has settled bele@udp of the mountain?"
continued the Adept. "It will remain there untilnse current of air blows it
away, or until a change of temperature causesiséoor to fall. If we
disperse it by causing the universal forces of neatini act upon the dense
masses, we do not act against the law of natuteyudde it by our
intelligence."

While the Master spoke these words, he extendeddmds toward the
mountain, below whose top the clouds had colleaad,immediately it
seemed as if life had been infused into the dersssnit began to whirl and
to dance, and finally it rose like a column of smalp to the top of the
mountain, ascending from there high up into thega#ing the mountain the
appearance of a volcano. At last it collected amimbove the top, in the
air, forming a little silvery cloud, through whi¢he sunshine was streaming.

| wondered at this manifestation of life in a clpbdt the Adept, reading my
thoughts, said: "Life is universal and everywhdres identical with the
Will."

During our conversation we had slowly approachedathilding, and | had
now an opportunity to examine its exterior in &ldetails. It was only two
stories high, but the rooms seemed to be loftwaks built in a quadrangular
form, and surrounded by oaks and maple trees, sard@garden or park.
Seven steps of white marble led up to the mairaposthich was protected
by two massive pillars of granite, and over therdmupeared in golden
letters an inscription, sayinou, who enter here, leave all evil thoughts
behind

We entered through the portal into a large vestilpalved with flagstones.
In the midst of this room was a statue of GautamddBa on a pedestal, and
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the walls were ornamented with golden inscripticeesenting some of the
most important doctrines of the ancient sageshé&aight and left, doors
opened into long corridors leading to the variogograments of the Brothers;
but the door opposite the entrance led into a fedgarden, where | beheld
many plants and trees such as are usually onlg found in tropical climes.
The back of this garden was formed by a building/bite marble,
surrounded by the dome which | had seen from tsiudce, after entering
through the tunnel, and on the top of the domeansib/er dragon resting on
a golden globe.

"This," said the Imperator, "is the sanctuary of mmple; in this you cannot
enter. If you were to attempt it, the immediatetded your personality
would be the consequence; nor would it serve yamn@vwou were able to
enter and live, for in that sanctuary everythindask to all who do not bring
with them their own spiritual light, the inextinghiable lamp of divine
intelligence, to illuminate the darkness."

We walked into one of the corridors. On our leftrthwere numerous doors
leading into the cells or apartments of the Brathbut to the right was a
wall, occasionally opening into the tropical gardand the interstices
between these openings were filled out with beallitipainted landscapes.
One of these landscapes represented Indian scevigrythe white snow-
covered Himalaya Mountains in the background, wiiigefore-part of the
picture represented what appeared to be a Chiraegelp, with a small lake
and wooded hills at a distance.

"These pictures," the Master explained, "repreeniarious monasteries or
lamaseries of our order. The one before you is@tlinear a lake in the
interior of Tibet and is occupied by some of the highest Adeptaiobrder.
Each of these pictures shows also a part of thetopin which the
monastery is placed, so as to give a correct ifld@eayeneral character of
the locality. But these pictures have an occultiguahich will become
apparent to you if you concentrate your mind upames part of the picture."

| did as directed, and concentrated my attenti@nupe grand portal of the
lamasery, and to my astonishment the door opemelthe tall form of an

Indian, dressed in shining white robes, with adarbf pale yellow silk upon
his head, stepped out of the door. | immediatedpgeaized him to be one of
the Tibetan Adepts whom | had seen in my wakingush®e He, too, seemed
to recognize me, and smilingly nodded his headlentbhowed reverentially
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before him. A fine-looking horse was brought ford/éy some attendant,
and he mounted and rode away.

| was speechless from astonishment, but the Impresatiled and drew me
away, quoting a passage of Shakespeare, witheartitidification; for he
said, "There are many things in Heaven and Earibhwdre not understood
by your philosophers."

We passed on to another picture, representing Egyptenery, with a
convent in the foreground and pyramids at a digtamevas of a more
gloomy character than the former, probably on astotithe desert places
by which it seemed to be surrounded. The next matepresented a similar
building, situated in a tropical and mountainousrdoy, and the Adept told
me it was one situated somewhere in the Cordillef&outh America.
Another one showed a Mohammedan temple, with misared théalf-
moonupon their tops. | expressed my surprise to debalarious religious
systems in the world represented in these Rosmmumiders; for | had
always believed that the Rosicrucians were an emtiyw€hristian order.

The Imperator, again reading my thought, correatgdnistake. "The name
'‘Rosicrucian Order,' or the 'Order of the Golded Rosy Cross," he said,
"is a comparatively modern invention, and was fistd by Johann Valentin
Andreae, who invented the story of the knight CramsRosencreuz for the
same purpose as Cervantes invented his 'Don Qeicleolia Mancha,’
namely, for the purpose of ridiculing the wouldAdepts, reformers, and
gold-makers of his age, when he wrote his celebré@ma Fraternitatis.'
Before his pamphlet appeared, the name Rosicralitanot mean a person
belonging to a certain organized society of tham@gabut it was a generic
name, applied to occultists, adepts, alchemisgslofiher order, in
possession of some occult knowledge and acquaivitadhe secret
signification of theRoseand theCross;symbols which have been adopted
by the Christian Church, which were, however, ngented by her, but used
by occultists thousands of years before Chrisyamés known. These
symbols do not belong exclusively to the Christidmrch. They are as free
as the air for any one who can grasp their meauagunfortunately very
few of your Christians know that meaning; they onlyrship the external
forms, and know nothing about the principles wtitobse forms represent.”

"Then," | said, "a spiritually enlightened man nimcome a member of your
order, even if he did not believe in any of thecatiedChristiandogmas?"
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To this the Imperator answered: "No man can becamember of our
exalted order whose knowledge is merely based dpgmas, beliefs,
creeds, or opinions which have been taught to yisdmebody, or which
he has accepted from hearsay or from the readibgaKs. Such imaginary
knowledge is noeal knowledge; we can know nothing real except that
which we realize within ourselves. That which isialyy called knowledge
Is merely a matter of memory. We may store our mgmath innumerable
things, and they may be true or false; but evéiney are true, opinions do
not convey real knowledge. Real knowledge cannatiparted by one man
to another; a man can only be guided to the pldewrevhe may obtain it;
but he must himself grasp the truth, not merelgliettually with his brain,
but also intuitionally with his heart.

"To obtain real knowledge we must feel the trutla d¢ihing, and understand
its true nature. To believe in the truth of anythwithout having real
knowledge is merely a superstition. Many of youestfic, philosophical,
and theological speculations are based upon supersind not upon real
knowledge or self-consciousness. The science aowlkdge of your
modern philosophers and theologians rest upon amsniand are continually
in danger of being overthrown by some new discovarich will not
amalgamate with their artificial systems. The treéimnot be overthrown; it
needs no argumentation, and if it is once percemyethespiritual power of
perception and understood by smritual intelligence of man, it conveys
real knowledge and cannot be disputed away.

"Our order has, therefore, nothing to do with delia creeds or opinions of
any kind. We care nothing for them. If we weresaifficiently perfect to
recognize all truths by direct perception, we stdodt need any books or
instruments; we should not need to use logic oraraaky experiments. As it
Is, we are still men, although far above the ietlhal animal which is
usually called man. We still use our books and talerary, and study the
opinions of thinkers; but we never accept such bawlopinions--even if
they came from Buddha himself--as our infallibledgs, unless they receive
the seal from our reason and understanding. Weraenthem and make use
of them; they serve us, but we do not serve them."

During this conversation we walked into the libramhere thousands of
books were standing upon a great number of shdlwvegiced many ancient
books of which | had heard, but which | had newsns There were the
sibylline books, which are said to have been dgstidy fire; the books of
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Hermes Trismegistus, of which only one is belietede in existence; and
many others of priceless value for the antiquargherstudent of hermetic
philosophy. While | wondered how these Brotherseamo possession of
such treasures, the Imperator said:

"Well may you be surprised how we came into possess books which

are supposed to exist no more; but the secreiighthat everything, and
consequently every book which ever existed, le#gamperishable
impression in théstral Light and that by certain occult means these
impressions may be reproduced from that univetsaésouse, the memory
of nature, and be put in a visible, tangible, aradanal shape. Some of our
Brothers are to a great extent engaged in makicl eproductions, and
thus we have without any financial outlay obtaitieese treasures, which no
amount of money could have procured."

| rejoiced to hear these words, because they enefirmy opinion that life

In a solitude was not necessarily a life of useless, and that ideas are real
things, which may be seen and grasped far morg/eéas tranquil place
than while we are surrounded by the turmoil andobty cares of life in
"society."

In answer to this thought, the Imperator said: "@wnastery has been
founded by spiritually enlightened people who Hasldame thought which |
read in your mind. They therefore selected thig spa secluded valley,
whose existence is known only to a few, and by n@akise of certain
elementary forces of nature, which are as yet uwkno you, they created
an illusion which renders this place safe agailhstravelcome intruders.
Here those in whom the germ of divinity, being tdter dormant in the
heart of mortal man, has awakened into life anvigtmay find the
conditions required for its further developmentréiee live in peace,
separated from the outer world by a barrier whichencan surmount; for
even if the existence of our retreat were knowwatild be an easy matter
for us to create other illusions which would premvere intrusion of those
who attempted to enter it. We are, however, noluebed from that outer
world, although we seldom enter it with our phykicams. By the exercise
of our clairvoyant and clairaudient powers, we raagny moment know
what is going on in that world; and, if we deswmecbme into personal
contact with it, we leave our physical forms andogoin ourastral bodies
We visit whomsoever we wish, and witness everythwthout our presence
being perceived. We visit the statesman, the na@nigte philosopher, the
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inventor; we infuse thoughts in their minds whichk aseful, and they do not
know from whence those thoughts come. If theiryatiges and
predilections are very strong, they may rejectéhtbeughts; but, if they are
reasonable people and know how to discriminatey, wik follow the silent
advice and profit by it."

"In that case," | said, "your order can exerciseemendous influence in the
politics of the world; but why, then, did you nog to abolish some of the
greatest evils that afflicted the world in the argtof the past? Why did you
permit such monsters as Nero and Caligula to e¥i8t did you permit the
horrors of the Inquisition? Why did you allow tlezrors of the French
Revolution to take place? Why did you not destmaghsvillains as Louis XI
of France, and others of that class?"

"Alas!" answered the Adept, "there is a certain tWustice, whose action
causes evils for individuals, which we are not p#ed to oppose, because
its working is necessary for the evolution of thea. As the surgeon
sometimes has to inflict pain for the purpose afgeing a cancerous
growth and saving the life of the patient, so ibfen necessary to purge the
organism of a nation for the purpose of restortadnealth. It is said that
evils are blessings in disguise, and God may erddig purpose even
through instruments full of wickedness and depyalit

"Nevertheless," | interposed, "it seems to me yoatmight interfere in
individual cases to protect people from commiti@egs of imprudence
which will cause them to suffer.”

To this he replied: "It is true that we might haadhankind as if they were
merely automata, and we could cause them to do whalease, while they
would still imagine that they were following theiwn inclination. But to do
so would be against the rules of our order andnagjéhe great Law, for the
latter decides that each man shall be the cre&tis @wnKarma We are
permitted to advise our followers, but we are revntted to interfere with
their mental freedom."

"Still," | persisted, "there are innocent peopleowtave to suffer for actions
not done by themselves; there were martyrs whorwete torture and
death for the sake of some great cause. Why dichgbsave them? Why
did you permit Hypatia to be torn to pieces byrsatecal mob, or Jeanne
d’Arc to die an ignominious death upon the stake?"
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"Such people will have their reward. From the blod@ martyr springs fruit
in abundance. Their bodily sufferings are as natimncomparison with the
joy they earn. Nothing is useless, although youwawaisighted mortals
cannot always see the use of a thing. Moreovefteh happens that worthy
people are saved in a manner appearing to you nhinzs."

A strong desire to become a member of the Ros@nuSbciety entered my
mind; but | did not dare to express it. The Magteryever, reading my
mind, continued to say:

"We accept in our circle every one who has the ssarg qualifications to
enter it, but you will perceive that these quadifions are not in everybody's
possession; they cannot be conferred by favorjtasd well-known saying,
even among the lowest grades of occultists, tleafthept cannot be made,
but that he must grow to become one."

"Master," | said, "would it not be well for thosdnavdesire to develop
spiritually, and to become Adepts, to imitate yeyample and to select
some secluded places where they could reside unoist and give their
time to interior meditation and concentration ajugght? | know that there
are at present a great many people in various phtte world, belonging to
various nationalities and having various creeds) hdve become convinced
of the fact that the conditions, under which thgamty of men and women
of our present civilization exist and live, are sohducive to the quick
attainment of a higher spiritual state. They baithat the objects which
people usually strive to attain during their congpaely short life upon this
globe, such as the gratification of pride and ainbjtthe hoarding of
money, the enjoyment of sexual love, the obtaihigodily comfort and
pleasure, &c., cannot be the true objects of big;that our present life is
only one of the many phases of our eternal existesuad that terrestrial life
Is only a means to an end, namely, to afford thelitmns by which the
divine element, germinally contained in every nraay grow and develop,
whereby man may attain a higher life like yoursjalhs not subject to
transformation and death, and is therefore of peemavalue."

The Adept, who had patiently listened to my outbafsenthusiasm, smiled
and said: "If those people are ripe enough to betalkbear a life of
seclusion, let them enter it; but to do so it is\aball necessary that they
possess real knowledge. As long as men move mendlye plane of beliefs
and opinion, each man's opinions and tastes viiirdirom those of the
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others to a certain extent, and | am afraid that yosoposed harmonial
society would prove in the end to be a very inhanmas one.

"l have, however, no doubt that even under suchwar@ble auspices
considerable advantage might be derived from ttebkshment of
theosophicahcademies in secluded places. If you had anygesle
seminaries, schools, or societies where the tratitddoe taught without all
the accompanying rubbish of scientific and thealabmisconceptions and
superstitions, which have accumulated through ¢jes agreat progress
would undoubtedly be made. As the present civitmahow stands, there
are two methods adopted for the education of tloplpe One is by means of
what is calledSciencethe other by means of what is calledligion As far
as science is concerned, her deductions and spieoslare based upon
observation and logic. Her logic may be good engbghher powers of
observation, upon which the fundamentals of heiclogst, are restricted to
her very imperfect faculties of sensual perceptaond therefore your science
is based entirely upon external illusions, anddissequently a superficial
and illusive science. Knowledge of the inner lifenature is far more
important than the study of external phenomena.

"You must not misunderstand me," he continued nggetiat | did not fully
grasp the meaning of his words. "I do not mearatotsat your modern
science knows nothing about natural laws. She kvl she sees and
understands, but knows little or nothing aboutitivesible spiritual causes
which are the fundamental causes of visible eff&te knows a great deal
about the little details of existence which areuhienate effects of the
action of universal Life; but she knows nothing atiihe Tree of Life, the
eternal source from which all these transient phesra spring.

"As far as your modern theology is concerned, Iitased upon an entire
misconception of terms which were originally inteddo signify certain
spiritual powers, of which your priests and laynecan have no correct
conception because they have not the spiritual pponecessary to conceive
of such things. Being narrow minded, the univepsaiciples and powers
which are active within the great workshop of nathave, in their
conceptions, become narrowed down to personaliamigd beings; the
divine universal and infinite power which men d¢atd, has been reduced in
the minds of the ignorant to an extra-cosmic deftgome kind, who can be
persuaded by mortals to change His will, and whedsesubstitutes and
deputies upon this earth to execute His divine lategir religion is not the
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religion of the living God who executes His ownlwitl is the religion of a
dead and impotent god, who died long ago and keéireny of clergymen to
rule in his stead.

"Your theology should above all be based upon theep spiritually to
perceive the truth. But where can you find a clergg who has any spiritual
perceptions, and who dares to trust to his intaitrere than to the dogmas
prescribed by his Church? If he dared to have amapof his own, and to
assert it, he would cease to be a minister of hisr€h and be considered a
heretic. In your "intellectual" age everythingedtito intellectual
investigation alone; little is done to develop thielitive power of the heart.
The consequence is, that your present generatide ipeople looking at
everything by means of a telescope; they may sgdhby do nofeeland
grasp the truth, and the consequence is an entaisly conception of nature
and man."
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CHAPTER I1I
UNEXPECTED REVELATIONS

i HE Adept paused, and my mind was invaded by a
23 multitude of questions to which | could find no wes:
el "What is nature, and what is man? Why am | in ¢hisld?
a7 Did | exist before, and, if so, where did | comenfr? What
Faddl is the object of my existence, and how will it ehd?

Again the Adept, reading my thoughts, answered:rt&o
man, as you know him, is an intellectual animainly a sort of dream-life
among dream-pictures which he mistakes for realifkeal man is a
celestial being, a soul dwelling temporarily witleinmaterial body. Within
this organism the spiritual, divine spark finds gneper soil to generate and
develop the immortal man, as has been describ&aing Paul, who speaks
of that spark of divine consciousness as being sownorruption and raised
in incorruption. This spiritual man is in each eTdis or her personal God
and Redeemer. While a man is unacquainted witprtheesses going on in
his invisible organism, he will have little powerdguide and control these
processes; he will resemble a plant, which is deégeifor its growth on the
elements which are unconsciously brought to itheywinds and the rains,
or which may accidentally be found in its surroungd; it has neither the
power to prevent nor to promote its own growth. ®ben man obtains a
knowledge of the constitution of his own soul, winenbecomes conscious
of the processes going on in its organism and $etarguide and control
them, he will be able to command his own growthwilebecome free to
select or to reject the psychic influences whicmeavithin his sphere, he
will become his own master and attain--so to sa&ycpic locomotion. He
will then be as much superior to a man without skrebwledge and power
as an animal is superior to a plant; for while aimal may go in search of
its food and select or reject what it pleasespthat is chained to its place
and depends entirely on the conditions which thatglace affords. The
ignorant depends on the conditions prepared for thienwise can choose
his conditions himself."

"And what will be the end and object of this?" ked.
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"The end of it," was the answer, "is that the sfuhan enjoys supreme
bliss in realizing that she herself is everything #hat there is nothing
beyond her. The object is that mortal man shalbbeximmortal, and a
perfect instrument for the manifestation of divimedom."

| heard the answer of the Master, but | could masg its meaning. What
could that "soul" be of which he spoke as beingigss the universe, and
could my soul possess any other vehicle or orgathsm my visible
material body?

While | was meditating, the Adept stepped with ma tvindow where the
inaccessible mountain was seen, and pointing itcouate, he said: "Behold
there the door by which you entered our stronghmdcentrate your
attention upon the way you came, and seek witeyleof your soul to
penetrate to the other side of the mountain."

| did so, and suddenly | found myself standinghat bther side, upon the
place where | had lain down to rest. Before menupe ground, was
stretched out an apparently lifeless human figainé,to my horror |
recognized it as being my own bodily self. At fiesterything seemed a
dream, but then the thought came to me that | maxgt died. There was my
body; and nevertheless | was myself, and saw mgseli as | had always
been, with all my organs and limbs and even theesaothing which the
corpse before me wore. The hat of the corpse wagrdover its eyes, and |
attempted to lift it; but | might just as well hatreed to lift the inaccessible
mountain. There was no physical strength withinanys. | realized that my
present body consisted of a state of matter difehiom that of the physical
plane.

| thought | must have died, and a feeling of disgasne over me, thinking
that | had ever inhabited that now lifeless, grpssaterial form; | was so
glad to be free, and had no wish to re-enter it.

But an inner voice seemed to speak to me, sayaigltle time of my
laboring in the mundane sphere had not yet enchetitheat | must return. |
even felt a sort of pity for that helpless bodyd &me sympathy caused
thereby created a strong attraction. | felt mydedfivn towards that body,
and was about losing my consciousness when | wieslGavay by hearing
the voice of the Master. | started as one who awéicen a dream; the
Adept stood by my side, and the vision was gone.
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"Know now, my friend!" he said, "the difference Wween your physical and
your psychical or astral organism. The divine stag many vehicles
through which it may act and manifest its powers."

"But why," | asked, "are these things not recogmizg academical
science?"

"On account of self-conceit," answered the Adephe'scientists, up to a
very recent date, used to discard such questiobsiag unworthy of their
consideration, and they preferred annihilationeathan confess that there
was something in the wide expanse of nature wihel did not already
know. The theories advanced by the theologians netrenore satisfactory
than those of the scientists, for they believedprofessed to believe--that
man was a complete being, in a finished state, pettiect freedom of will,
and, as a punishment for his subsequent bad behenade a prisoner upon
this planet. Furthermore, they were of the opiritwat, if a man were leading
a pious life, or, after leading a wicked life, abtd pardon for his sins and
the favor of God, he would after his death becoroelestial being, be
ushered into a paradise, and live there for evarstate of never-ending
enjoyment.

"It will be acknowledged now by every independdmtker, that these
theories were not very satisfactory to those whsirdd to know the truth.
But there was nothing either to prove or to conttaslich assumptions, and,
moreover, the multitude did not think; they paidititlergy to do their
thinking for them.

"Since the publication of "'The Secret Doctrine' dpeions of the scientists
and those of the theologians have been equallyeshi@ktheir foundations.
The old truth which was known to the ancients,which had been almost
entirely forgotten during our modern age of matema, that man is not a
finished being, incapable of any further organieedepment, but that his
body and his mind are continually subject to transfation and change, and
that no transformation can take place where notanbs exists, because
force cannot exist without substance, has becomestluniversally known.
It was demonstrated to the scientists that théanse extended only to a
very small portion of that mysterious being calMdn; that they only knew
his outward appearance, his shell, but nothingp@fizing power acting
within that mask which is called the physical bollyvas demonstrated to
the presumptuous theologians who believed thatavedatnal welfare or
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damnation depended on their blessings or cursatsjustice cannot be
separated from God, and that man's salvation depgmah his own spiritual
evolution. It was made logically comprehensibléh® intellect that God in
man will continue to live after all the lower andperfect elements are
dissolved, and that therefore a man in whom Godhdicexist in a state of
divinity could not, after the death of his bodymjp into a higher state for
which lie was not fit, and which he was not ablatiain while alive.

"The exposition of the essential constitution ofriyiiknown to the Indian
sages, described three hundred years ago by TrestpsParacelsus, and
again set forth more fully and clearly than evdobeby H. P. Blavatsky
and other theosophical writers, is calculated tmible the pride of the
scientists and the vanity of the priests. Whea dnce more known and
digested, it will prove to the learned how littteeyy know, and it will draw
the line for the legitimate activity of the clerggmas an instructor in
morals. It proves that man is not already a godpase had imagined
themselves to be. It proves that he may look likéngellectual giant, and
still be, spiritually considered, only a dwarfdémonstrates that the law
which governs the growth of organisms on the play$tane is not reversed
when it acts upon the corresponding organisms eipslychical plane. It
shows that out of nothing nothing can grow; but thlaerever there is the
germ of something, even if that germ is invisilslemething may grow and
develop.

"The growth of every germ and of every being, asatawe know it,

depends on certain conditions. These conditionslmeagstablished either by
means of the intellectual activity of the beingitswhich has the power to
surround itself by such conditions, or they mayehbegen established by
external causes, over which the being has no dotyadant or an animal
cannot grow unless it receives the food and timeustis which it requires;
the intellect cannot expand unless it is fed walhais and stimulated by
reason to assimilate them; the soul cannot bectnmiegsunless she finds in
the lower principles the nutriment required for goguisition of strength,
and is stimulated by the light of wisdom to selbett which she requires."”

Here again the thought occurred to me, how agreeaid profitable it
would be to live in such a Rosicrucian convent, ngheverything was
rendered comfortable, no disturbing elements badgitted. To this the
Master answered:
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"One element necessary for the development ofginga resistance. If we
enter one of the vast pine forests of the Alpgfdhe Rocky Mountains in
the United States, we find ourselves surroundeib¥wering trees, whose
main trunks have very few branches. Upwards theylike the masts of a
ship, covered with a gray bark, naked, and witholiage. Only near the
tops, that reach out of the shadows which theythupon each other, the
branches appear and spread up to the highest peimth wave their heads
in the sunlight. These trees are all top-heavyir ttteefly or only well-
developed parts are their heads, and all the lfiemthey extract from the
ground and the air seems to mount to their topgpvtthe trunks, although
increasing in size as the tree grows, are left weld@ed and bare of
branches. Thus they may stand and grow from yegedo and reach a
mature age; but some day, sooner or later, sonkecttards collect around
the snowy peaks and assume a threatening aspegigthim of lightnings
appears among the swelling masses, the soundmdehis heard, bolts of
liquid light dart from the rents in the clouds, awdldenly the storm sweeps
down from the summit into the valley. Then the wofldevastation begins.
These top-heavy trees, having but little strengttineir feet, are mowed
down by the wind like so many stems of straw ireldfof wheat; there they
lie rank after rank, having tumbled over each otheheir fall, and their
corpses encumber the mountain sides. But at the @dipe timber, and
outside of the main body of the forest, lookingelibutposts or sentinels near
the lines of a battle, there are still here andetls®eme solitary pines to
whom the storm could do no harm. They have, onwadoof their isolated
positions, been exposed to winds all their livesythave become used to it
and grown strong. They have not been protectedheliered by their
neighbors. They are not top-heavy, for their gstaing branches grow out
from the trunk a few feet above the soil, contiiguup to the tops, and their
roots have grown through the crevices of the rock&k]ing on to them with
an iron grasp. They have met with resistance simed¢ime of their youth,
and, by resisting, have gained their strength.

"Thus intellectual man, growing up protected byhfaa and friends in a
school, college, university, or perhaps within wels of the convent, finds
himself isolated from contrary influences and meeath but little resistance.
Crowded together with those who think like him liwes and thinks like the
others. Over their heads waves the banner of scoepted authority, and
upon that banner are inscribed certain dogmas iohathey believe without
ever daring to doubt their veracity. There thewgrthrowing upon each
other the shadow of their ignorance, and each pts\vbe others from
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seeing the sunlight of truth. There they cram theains with authorized
opinions, learning details of our illusory life vahi they mistake for the real
existence; they become top-heavy, for all the gnetgch they receive

from the universal fountain of life goes to supftlg brain; the soul is left
without supply; the strength of character, of whtich heart is the seat,
suffers; the intellect is overfed and the spirstarved. Thus they may grow
up and become proud of their knowledge; but perlsapse day new and
strange ideas appear on the mental horizon, abegads to blow, and down
tumbles the banner upon which their dogmas have inseribed, and their
pride tumbles down with it.

"But not only on the physical and the intellectpkane; in the realm of the
emotions, too, the same law prevails. He who desa&evelop strength
must not be afraid of resistance; he must obtagmgth in his feet. He must
be prepared to meet the wind of the lower emotiand,not be overthrown
when the storms of passion arise. He should forosdif to remain in
contact with that which is not according to hig¢asnd even to harmonize
with that which appears inimical, for it is reahlys friend, because it can
supply him with strength. He should learn to beduiminy and animosity,
envy and opposition; he should learn to enduressinfi, and to estimate life
at its true value. The contrary influences to whiehhas been exposed may
cause a tempest to rage through his heart; but Wwadras gained the power
to command the tempest to cease and to say totitecwaves: be still!
then will the first gleam of the rising sun appeahis heart, and before its
warm glow the cold moonlight thrown out by the cédting and reflecting
brain will grow pale; a new and still larger wotlthn the external one will
appear before his interior vision, in which he W contented to live, and
where he will find an inexhaustible source of hapgs, unknown to those
who live a life of the senses. Henceforth he vatjuire no more to speculate
reflectively about the truth, for he will see ieal in his own heart.
Henceforth he will not be required to be exposestdoms, but may seek
shelter in a tranquil place; not because he iscafiithe storms, which can
do him no harm, but because he wants to emplogresgies for the full
development of the newly awakened spiritual genstaad of wasting them
uselessly on the outward plane.

"What the disciple ought to seek is to strengthisrcharacter, which
constitutes his real individuality; keeping it alygan harmony with the law
of divine wisdom and love. A man without strengfltbaracter is without
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true individuality, without self-reliance, movedlgy the emotions which
arise in his mind and which belong to powers fandmhis divine nature.

"Only after the attainment of a certain state ofungy, life in a solitude,
isolated from contrary influences, becomes desrabt useful, and those
who retire from the world as long as they needibdd are attempting to
ascend to the kingdom of heaven by beginning atapef the ladder. Let
him who needs the world remain in the world. Theater the temptations
are by which he is surrounded, the greater wilisestrength if he
successfully resists. Only he who can control hisdnand within his own
mental sphere create the conditions which histggiquires, is independent
of all external conditions and free. He who careailve a world within his
own soul needs the external world to evolve hid.sou

"Unspiritual men, therefore, who retire from the world becausy are
afraid of the world, cannot be considered to beéewho have renounced
the world; they deserve rather to be regarded asicts who have deserted
their ranks at the beginning of the battle witk.liSuch people sometimes
retire into convents for the purpose of having mfostable life, and in
addition to that a ticket to heaven. They imagheytdo a service to God by
leading a harmless and useless life; for which imay service they expect
to obtain a reward at the end of life. But the relwahich they will receive
will also exist merely in their imagination. As teensualist wastes his time
in the prosecution of useless pleasures, so tlot Wigstes his time in
useless ceremonies and prayers. The actions tdrtimer are instigated by a
desire for sensual pleasure in this life, thostneflatter by the hope for
pleasure in another life; both are acting for theppse of gratifying their
own selfish desires. | am unable to see any esseiiffierence between the
motives and morals of the two.

"But with spiritually developednan the case is entirely different. The divine
spark in man exists independent of the conditidnelative space and time;
it is eternal and self-existent. It cannot be aaddyy opposition, nor

irritated by contradiction, nor be thrown into cosibn by sophistry. If it has
once become conscious of its own power, it will remjuire the stimulus
needed by the physical organism and afforded byntpeessions which

come through the avenues of the senses from tlee wotld; for it is itself
that stimulus which creates worlds within its owabstance. It is the Lord
over all the animal elemental forces in the asioaly of man, and their
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turmoil can neither educate nor degrade it, feg Divinity itself in its pure
state, being eternal, unchangeable, and free."

"Do you mean to say," | asked, "that all asceticistd self-denial is
useless?" And the Master answered:

"It all depends upon the motive. All that the egbtloes for his own selfish
progress and aggrandizement is useless; it is fwor@ illusion, and
increases his self-conceit. But this you will uredand only when the
consciousness of the divine state awakens within god you begin to
realize the difference between your true and yiusive self.

"He in whom this divine principle has once awakerexwho has once
practically experienced the inner life, who hastetthe kingdom of heaven
within his own soul, he who stands firm upon histfevill no more need the
educating influences of the contending storms efahter world, to gain
strength by resistance; nor will he experiencedesire to return to the
pleasures and tomfooleries of the world. He renedmothing when he
retired into the solitude; for it cannot be lookgebn as an act of
renunciation if we throw away a thing which is aden to us. He cannot be
called amascetic;for he does not undergo any discipline or proogss
hardening; it is no act of self-denial to refusads which we do not want.
The true ascetic is he who lives in the world, sunded by its temptations;
he in whose soul the animal elements are stilVactiraving for the
gratification of their desires and possessing tkams for their gratification,
but who by the superior power of his will conquisis animal self. Having
attained that state, he may retire from the wonld @mploy his energies for
the employment and the further expansion of thetspl power which he
possesses. He will be perfectly happy, becausentiiah he desires he can
create in his own interior world. He expects nafatreward in heaven; for
what could heaven offer to him except happinesslvhe already
possesses. He desires no other good but to creadefgr the world.

"If you could establish theosophical academies witellectual and
spiritual development would go hand in hand, wleenew science could be
taught, based upon a true knowledge of the fundahlenvs of the
universe, and where at the same time man wouldugght how to obtain
mastery over himself, you would confer the gregtessible benefit upon
the world. Such a convent would, moreover, affondhense advantages for
the advancement of intellectual research. The kstalent of a number of
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such places of learning would dot the mental hariabthe world with stars
of the first magnitude, from which rays of intelieal light would stream
and penetrate the world. Standing upon a far higlare than the material
science of our times, a new and far greater fieddld be laid open for
investigation and research in these centers. Krpafinthe different
opinions of the highest accepted authorities, artdaing bound by an
orthodox scientific creed, having at their senatleghe results of the
investigations of the learned, but not being batanitheir systems by a belief
in their infallibility, such people would be at &lty to think freely. Their
convents would become centers of intelligencemihating the world; and
if their power of self-control would grow in eqyafoportion with the
development of their intellect, they would soondase to enter adeptship.”

The Adept had spoken these words with unusual vimrastif he intended to
appeal to my sympathy and to induce me to use foyteto establish such
convents; there was a look of pity in his eyesf e exceedingly regretted
the state of poor ignorant humanity, with whoserfahe was not permitted
to interfere forcibly, according to the establismelds of his order. I, too,
regretted my own inability to establish such acadspand for once |
wished that | were rich, so as to be able to makeaat an attempt with one
such establishment. But immediately the Imperator sy thought in my
mind, and said:

"You mistake; it is not the want of money whichy@ats us from executing
this idea; it is the impossibility of finding atgsent the proper kind of
people to inhabit the convent after it is estal@dsHndeed, we would be
poor alchemists if we could not produce gold in degirable quantity, if
some real benefit for humanity could be effectexteby, and of this | shall
convince you, if you desire it. But gold is a cursenankind, and we do not
wish to increase the curse from which humanityesstfDistribute gold
among men, and you will only create a craving foren give them power,
and you will transform them into devils. No; itnst gold that we need; it is
men who thirst after true wisdom. There are thodsavho desire
knowledge, but few who desire wisdom. Intellecevelopment, sagacity,
craftiness, cunning, are to-day mistaken for gmfilevelopment, but this
conception is wrong; animal cunning is not intedhge, craftiness is not
wisdom, and most of your learned men are the las$ evho can bear the
truth. Even many of your would-be occultists anetatbed Rosicrucians
have taken up their investigations merely for thgppse of gratifying their
idle curiosity, while others desire to pry into tecrets of nature to obtain
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knowledge which they hope to employ for the attantof selfish ends.
Give us men or women who desire nothing else utrthth, and we will
take care of their needs. How much money will guiee to lodge a person
who cares nothing for comfort? What will it takeftonish the kitchen for
those who have no desire for dainties? What libsawill be required for
those who can read in the book of nature? Whatmaiteictures will please
those who wish to avoid a life of the senses anétice within their own
selves? What terrestrial scenery shall be seldotatiose who live within
the paradise of their souls? What company will éetliose who converse
with their own higher self? How can we amuse theke live in the
presence of God?"

Here the Adept paused for a moment, and then agdirsaying: "Verily
the theosophical monastery of which | dream is estgyerior to ours. It is
located far away from this earth, and yet it camdaehed without trouble
and without expense. Its monks and nuns have alsewe the sphere of self.
They have a temple of infinite dimensions, pervaolethe spirit of sanctity,
which is the common possession of all. There tferéintiation of the
Universal Soul ceases, and Unification takes plddge.a convent where
there exists no difference of sex, of taste, opinand desire; where vice
cannot enter; where none are born, or marry, gradiewhere they live like
the angels; each one constituting the centre oiaepfor good; each one
immersed in an infinite ocean of light; each onke &b see all he desires to
see, to know all he wants to know, growing in ggterand expanding in
size, until he embraces the All and is one with it.

For a moment it seemed as if the soul of the Atlagdtgone and visited that
blissful state of Nirvana, a state of which we ratsrtannot conceive; but
soon the light returned into his eyes, and he sglifiexcused himself,
saying that he had permitted himself to be carmwdy by the sublimity of
this idea. | ventured to say that probably milliafisges would pass away
before mankind would arrive at that state.

"Alas!" he answered, "the conditions which our prasstate of civilization
imposes upon its followers are now such as to fureevast majority of
humanity to employ nearly all their time and energgn outward direction,
instead of employing them for their inward growlfach man has a certain
amount of energy which he may call his own. If hestes his energy on the
outward plane, either for the attainment of senguatification or in
intellectual pursuits, he will have nothing leftrtourish the divine germ in
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his heart. If he continually concentrates his nontvardly, there will be no
inward concentration of thought, which is absoltetcessary for the
attainment of self-knowledge. The laboring classss) of commerce,
scientists, doctors, lawyers, and clergymen araciiely engaged in
outward affairs, and find little time for the invdaconcentration of their
powers. The majority are continually occupied inmmg after shadows and
illusions, which are at best only useful as longhey last, but whose
usefulness ceases when the heart ceases to beattifile and energy are
taken up in procuring what they call the 'necessauf life,' and they excuse
themselves by saying that it is their misfortunédcso situated as to be
forced to procure them. Nature, however, caresimgttor our excuses; the
law of cause and effect is blind and inaccessib@¢jumentation. A man
climbing over a mountain top and falling over agypece, is as much in
danger of breaking his neck as if he had jumpedndasiuntarily; a man
who is not able to progress will be left as faribdras one who does not
desire to progress. But nature is not so cruehasppears to be to the
superficial observer. That which man requires fier purpose of living is
very little indeed, and can usually be easily ai#di for nature has amply
provided for all of her children, and if they cahad obtain their proper
share then there must be something seriously wetiger with them
individually or with the social organization as &ole. There is undoubtedly
a great deal wrong in our social organization, amdphilosophers and
politicians are continually trying to remedy it. &hwill succeed in their task
when they succeed in making the laws of the humantdviharmonies with
the laws of nature, and not before. That event take place in the far
distant future. We have not the time to wait foL.gt each one attempt to
restore harmony in his own individual organism &wel according to
natural laws, and the harmony of the social orgaras a whole will be
restored."

The words of the Adept caused me some irritation| foved the comforts
of life. A spirit of contradiction arose within nad caused me to say:
"Would you, then, do away with all luxuries, whiahour present stage of
civilization have become necessities? Would yolehas/return to the semi-
animal state of our forefathers, living as savagele woods? | know there
are certain cranks that harbor such views."

"Not so," answered the Adept. "The great bulk olththings which are said
to be the necessities of life are only artificiatlgated necessities, and
millions of people lived and attained old age Idr@gore many of the things
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which our modern civilization considers as absdutecessary had been
discovered or invented. The term 'necessity' hataive meaning; and to a
king a dozen of palaces, to a nobleman a carriaddaur, may appear as
much a necessity as to a beggar a bottle of wh@mkig a fashionable man a
new swallowtail coat. To get rid at once of allls@i@ancied necessities and
the trouble which is imposed upon us to attain thit shortest and surest
way is to rise above such necessities and to centhém not to be
necessary at all. Then a great amount of our eneogyd become free, and
might be employed for the acquisition of that whigheally necessary,
because it is eternal and permanent, while thatiw$erves merely temporal
purposes ends in time.

"There are thousands of people engaged in pryiogtie details of the
constitution of external objects and in learning ¢hemical and
physiological processes going on therein, and sen@eacrificing their soul
and extinguishing the spark of divinity within theelves by perpetrating the
most inhuman cruelties upon their fellow-beingstfa purpose of

gratifying their scientific curiosity and makingalsss discoveries for the
promotion of their ambition; but they do not mastféhe least desire to
know their own real self, although it would seemttbuch a knowledge is
far more important. Modern science says that shesasta know the laws of
nature in all their minute ramifications, and yleé ays no attention
whatever to the universal and fundamental law framch all these
ramifications spring; and thus she resembles atingawling over a fallen
leaf and imagining thereby to learn the qualitiethe tree. It is surely the
prerogative of intellectual man to investigate lieetually all the
departments of nature; but the investigation ol things is only of
secondary importance to the attainment of knowlexdgrir own interior
powers. All primary powers act from within; effe@se secondary to causes.
He who considers the knowledge of external thingset more important
than the knowledge of God, possesses very littbelem indeed."

"God?" | exclaimed. "What can we know about Godwian you prove
that such a being exists?"

To this answered the Adept: "I am sorry for a mdnovs so far backward in
his course of spiritual evolution that he is nat glle to recognize the
presence of God in everything. The supreme sphitlvpervades,
embraces, and penetrates everything, being theegsgnce, soul, and life of
all things in the universe, from the atom up towmle solar system, is
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beyond all mental conception. If He could be grddmethe human intellect,
that intellect would have to be greater than Gdteré is nothing real but
God. Nature itself is only a manifestation of Heyr. Let no man expect
that somebody will prove to him the existence oti(daut let every one seek
to be himself a living witness of His presence pader by becoming god-
like and divine by His divine grace. Man is destine restore within

himself the divine image. When he realizes therdivdeal within his heart,
his pilgrimage through manifold incarnations wiive ended and the object
of his existence be accomplished. Peace be with you

As the Adept finished this sentence, a sound poduced by the tinkling of
small silver bells was heard in the air above aads. | looked up, but
nothing was to be seen from which that sound cbale proceeded.

"This is the signal," said the Adept, "that the nbens of our order are
assembled in the Refectory. Let us go to join tbempany. Some
refreshment will undoubtedly be welcome to you."
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CHAPTER IV
THE REFECTORY

T E stepped out into the corridor and entered tinéeya The
ig 8 palm trees and exotic plants, by which we wereocsurded,
M\ % formed a strong contrast to the weird and desslzteery,
SAYEE with its fields of ice and scrub-pines, which | reebn
s g4 before entering this enchanted valley. High busties
~ fuchsias alternated with rose-bushes, and all wevered
with the most beautiful flowers; the air was per&thwith the odor of many
varieties of hyacinths, heliotropes, and other fslavhose names | do not
remember. Nevertheless the place was not a hoehbarsthere was no
other roof over it than the clear blue sky. | wamdiewhether perhaps the
garden was heated from below the surface, ancdhthght came into my
mind that so much luxury seemed not to agree \mithvtew, expressed by
the Adept, that those who live within the paraditéheir own souls do not
care for external sensual gratification. But agh&Imperator seemed to
know my thought even before it had taken a defif@ten in my mind, and
said:

"We have created these illusions to make your tosthis place an
agreeable one in every respect. All these treepkamis which you see
require no gardener, and are inexpensive; theyusosbthing but an effort
of our imagination.”

| went up to one of the rose-bushes and broke btleegoses. It was a real
rose, as real as | had ever seen before; its odeisweet, and it had just
unfolded its leaves in the rays of the midday sun.

"Surely," | said, "this rose which | hold in my lthoannot be an illusion, or
an effect of my imagination?"

"No," answered the Adept, "it is not produced buryown imagination, but
it is a product of the imagination of nature, whpsecesses can be guided
by the spiritual will of the Adept. The whole worhith its solid planets, its
mountains of granite, its oceans and rivers, thelevharth with all its
multifarious forms, is nothing else but a produictn@ imagination of the
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Universal Mind which is thecreator of forms. Forms are nothing real, they
are merely illusions or shapes of substance; a fathout substance is
unthinkable and cannot exist. But the only sulzstaf which we know is
the universal primordial element of matter, constilg the substance of
Universal Mind, theA’kasa This element of matter is invisibly present
everywhere; but only when it assumes a certaie stadlensity, sufficient to
resist the penetrating influence of the terrestiggit, does it come within the
reach of your sensual perception, and assume toagmbjective shape.
The universal power of will penetrates all thinGslided by the spiritual
intelligence of the Adept, whose consciousnessguay all his
surroundings, it creates in the Universal Mind ¢hekapes which the Adept
imagines; for the sphere of the Universal Mindissdwn. By an occult
process, which cannot be at present explaineduplyat which exists
principally in a motion of will, the shapes thugated in the mind-substance
of the Adept are rendered dense, and thereby becbjaetive and visible to
you."

"l acknowledge," | said, "that this is still inconghensible to me. Can an
image formed in your head come out of your headamsdme a material
form?"

The Adept seemed to be amused at my ignorancesraiidgly answered:
"Do you believe that the sphere of mind in whicmnhiges exists only
within the circumference of his skull? | shoulddmery for such a man; for
he would not be able to see or experience anythivagever beyond the
processes going on in that part of his mind coethwithin his skull. The
whole world would be to him nothing but impeneteabhd
incomprehensible darkness. He would not be aldedéahe sun or any
external object; for man can perceive nothing ektt&t which exists within
his own mind. Fortunately for man, the sphere efrtiind of each individual
man reaches as far as the stars. It reaches as fégs power of perception
reaches. His mind comes in contact with all thirfgsyever distant they
may be from his physical body. Thus his mind--nstlbrain--receives the
impressions, and these impressions come to hicioussness within his
physical brain, which is merely the centre in whice messages of the mind
are received."

After giving this explanation, the Adept, evidensiyll seeing some doubts
in my mind, directed me to look at a magnolia tndech stood, at a short
distance. It was a tree of perhaps sixty feet ighteand covered with great,
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white, beautiful flowers. While | looked, the trbegan to appear less and
less dense. The green foliage faded into grayha&tthe white blossoms
could hardly be distinguished from the leavesgitdime more and more
shadowy and transparent; it seemed to be merelgttbst of a tree, and
finally it disappeared entirely from view.

"Thus," continued the Adept, "you see that treedio the sphere of my
mind as it stood in yours. We are all living withihre sphere of each other's
mind, and he in whom the power of spiritual permephas been developed
may at all times see the images created in the ofiatiother. The Adept
creates his own images; the ordinary mortal livethe products of the
imagination of others, either in those of the inmadjon of nature, or in those
which have been created by other minds. We livbénparadise of our own
consciousness, and the objects which you beho#d exthe realm of our
consciousness; but these spheres are not narr@y.riily be expanded far
beyond the limits of the visible objects aroundargj continue to expand
until they become one with the whole Universe.

"The power of the imagination is yet too little kmo to mankind, else they
would better beware of what they think. If a maimkls a good or an evil
thought, that thought calls into existence a c@wasging form or power
within the sphere of his mind, which may assumestgiand become living,
and continue to live long after the physical boflyh@ man who created it
has died. It will accompany his soul after dea#tduse the creations are
attracted to their creator."

"Does, then," | asked, "every evil thought, or itln@gination of something
evil, create that evil and cause it to exist asgiag entity?"

"Not so," answered the Imperator. "Every thouglisaato existence the
form or power of which we think; but these things/é no life until life is
infused into them by the Will. If they do not reeeilife from the Will, they
are like shadows and soon fade away. If this wetdh®e case, men could
never read of a crime without mentally committigand thereby creating
most vicious Elementals. You may imagine evil desfdsll kinds; but,
unless you have a desire to perform them, theioreabf your imagination
obtain no life. But if you desire to perform theifnyour will is so evil that
you would be willing to perform them if you had tbeternal means to do
so, then it may perhaps be as bad for you as ityaabiactually committed
them, and you create thereby a living althoughsiime power of evil. It is
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the Will which endows the creations of imaginatwith life, becaus&Vill
andLife are fundamentally identical.”

Seeing a doubt arise in my mind, he continued: $ffeak of the Will as a
life-giving power, | am speaking of the spirituallvypower which resides in
the heart. A willpower merely exercised by the biailike the cold light of
the moon, which has no power to warm the forms wgloich it falls. The
life-giving will-power comes from the heart, andsalike the rays of the sun
which call life into action in minerals, plants,caanimals. It is that which
man desires with his heart, not that which he nganshgines with his brain,
which has real power. Fortunately for mankind ingpal, this spiritual
power which calls the creations of the imaginatido objective visible
existence is in the possession of very few, elsenbrld would be filled

with living materialized monsters, which would devanankind; for there
are in our present state of civilization more peopho harbor evil desires
than such as desire the good. But their will isspotitual enough to be
powerful; it comes more from the brain than frora treart; it is usually only
strong enough to harm him who created the evilghguand to leave others
unaffected. Thus you see how important it is thahrshould not come into
possession of spiritual powers until they becomious and good. These
are mysteries which in former times were kept \s&gret, and which ought
not to be revealed to the vulgar.”

We entered through a Gothic portal into a hall. Tidpet fell through four
high windows into the room, which was of an octagdarm. In the midst
of this room stood a round table surrounded byrshaind the corners
formed by the sides of the octagon were providet fmrniture of various
kinds. There were quite a number of the Brothessmabled, some of whom
| recognized from having seen their pictures indmnisal representations; but
what astonished me above all was that there weréaies present--one
appearing very tall and dignified, the other onsmotller stature and of a
more delicate, but not less noble, appearanceexrekdingly beautiful. To
find ladiesin the monastery of the Brothers of the GoldenRaody Cross
was a fact which surprised and staggered me, ancbmfysion was
evidently observed by all present; but after | badn introduced to all the
persons present--or, to express it more correaflgr they had all been
introduced to me, for they all seemed to know neraot to need my
introduction—the tall lady took my hand and led tme¢he table, while she
smilingly spoke the following words:
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"Why should you be so surprised, my friend, to Adepts inhabiting female
forms in company of those whose forms appear tof laemale character?
What has intelligence to do with the sex of theyfo@here the sexual
instincts end, there ends the influence of sex. €araw, and take this chair
by my side, and have some of this delicious fruit."

The table was covered with a variety of excellenit§, some of which | had
never seen before, and which do not grow in thisyag. The illustrious
company took their seats, and a conversation ensughich all took part. |
only too deeply felt my own inferiority while inigplace, but every one
seemed to exert his powers to reassure me andk® ma imagine that |
was their equal. The Brothers and Sisters hardhgtithe food, but they
seemed to be pleased to see me enjoy it, andtimfamorning walk and
the pure air of the mountain had given me a vendgappetite. The noble
lady next to whom | was seated soon succeededkinghany
embarrassment vanish, answered my questions indreg#éhe causes of
certain occult phenomena, and made a few praeiqariments to
illustrate her doctrines. The following may sergeaa example of the
powers she possessed to create illusions.

We came to speak of the intrepidity and undauntenlage which he must
possess who desires to enter the realm of ocadareh: "For," she said,
"the whole elemental world, with all its monstresstand animal elements,
IS opposed to man's spiritual progress. The ani(Ed¢snentals) in the
animal principle of man's constitution live on his and on the substance of
his animal elements. If the divine spirit awakenthin the heart of man and
sends its light into those animal elements, thetsuize on which these
parasites live becomes destroyed, and they begagmlike other famished
beasts. They fight for their lives and for theiodlp and they are therefore the
greatest impediments and opponents to the spiptagress of man. They
live in the lower regions of the soul of man, ang, ander normal
conditions, invisible to the external senses, altjfrounder certain conditions
they may even become visible and objective. Theyihm families, and
reproduce their species like our terrestrial angniddey fight with each other
and eat each other up. If a man's selfish desites), as are of a minor type,
are all swallowed up by some great master-pastiorerely shows that a
monster elementdlas grown in his soul and devoured all the minor
elementals."
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| answered that it was impossible for me to beligat man was such a
living and walking menagerie, and said | wisheduld see one of these
elementals, so as to realize what it was.

"Would you not be afraid," she asked, "if such@ous thing were to
appear?"

| began to boast of my bravery, and said that | measr afraid of anything
which | could see with my eyes and reach with mydsathat fear was the
outcome of ignorance, and that knowledge dispeallefiar.

"You are right," she answered; "but will you bekaad as to hand me that
basket with pears."

| stretched forth my hand after the basket withrpeahich stood in the
midst of the table, and as | was about to grasphirrible rattlesnake rose
up between the fruit; rearing its head and makingiae with its rattles as if
in great anger. Horror-struck, | withdrew my habdrely escaping its
venomous bite; but while | stared at it, the setpeiied itself up again
among the pears, its glistening scales disappeaitbe basket, and it was
gone.

"If you had dared to grasp the snake," said ortbeBrothers, who had
witnessed the scene, "you would have found it tmbeely a shadow."

"The Will," remarked the Imperator, "is not meralyife-giving power; it is
also a destroyer. It causes the atoms of primondadter to collect around a
centre; it holds them together, or it may dispéingeen again into space. It is
Brahma, Vishnu, and Siva in one; the creator, na@et, and destroyer of
form."

"These Elementals," said the beautiful lady, "magsef we do not master
them. If we attack them without fear, they can dawa harm; our thought is
destructive to them; because they are the creadibogr own thoughts."

The conversation during our breakfast turned taltistn and kindred
subjects. "Occultism and alchemy," said one oBhahers, "are at once the
most difficult and the easiest things to grasp.ylére indeed easy to
comprehend, if we only look at the mysteries oliraby the light of
wisdom, with which each human being, except art,dthas been endowed
by nature at the time of his birth. But if in thiage of the sun of divine
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wisdom, the artificial candlelight of false logenpphistry, and speculation
has been lit by irrational education, man stepbtis natural state and
becomes unnatural. The images of the eternal trmthich were mirrored in
his mind while he was a child and innocent, andsodficiently
intellectually developed to understand them--becdmgehe time that his
intellect is developed, so distorted and pervebtegdrejudices and
misconceptions that their original forms are no en@cognisable, and,
instead of seeing the real, man only sees thedwaditions which his fancy
has created."

"Do you mean to say," | asked, "that man can pbskimow anything about
the nature of things, besides that which has baaght to him by his
books?"

"Does the child," asked the Adept, in answer togugstion, "need an
instructor to explain to it the use of its mothérsasts? Do the cattle require
books on botany to know which herbs are poisonadsahich are
wholesome? Those artificial systems which have loseeated by man, and
which are therefore unnatural, cannot be founthéntook of nature; to
know the name of a thing which has been invented fiy man, the child
needs man's instructions; but the essential atésoof a thing are
independent of the name given to it. Shakespegesetbat a rose would
have an agreeable odor, even if it were calledonyesother name. At the
present stage of education, natural philosophey/kall about the artificial
names and classifications of things, but veryeligbout their interior
gualities. What does a modern botanist know abdmaignaturesof plants,
by which the Occultist recognises the medicinal aoclilt properties of
plants as soon as he sees them? The animals masmeel natural, while
man became unnatural. The sheep does not needrstheted by a
zoOllogist to seek to escape if a tiger approadghkspws by his signature,
and without argumentation, that he is his enemit.riet much more
important for the sheep to know the ferocious cottareof the tiger, than to
be informed that the latter belongs to geRabs? If by some miracle a
sheep should become intellectual, it might learmsch about the external
form, anatomy, physiology, and genealogy of thertighat it would lose
sight of its internal character and be devoured.bsurd as this example
may appeatr, it is nevertheless the true represemtat what is done in your
schools every day. There the rising generationvecghat they call a
scientific education. They are taught all aboutekeernal form of man, and
how that form may be comfortably fed, lodged, andded, but the sight of
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the real man who occupies that form is entirely, Ios needs are neglected,
he is starved, ill-treated, and crucified, and safngour 'great lights of
science' have become so short-sighted that theydeamy that he is."

"But," | objected, "is it not a great prerogativaiah intellectual man enjoys
over the animal creation, that he possesses dteattby which he is able to
understand the attributes of things which the ahmeely instinctively
feels?"

"True," said the Brother; "but man should use hisliect in accordance
with reason, and not oppose his intellect to tlmeesdnstinct in animals is
the activity in the animal organism of that prirleizvhose action in human
beings is called reason. It is the faculty of thel $o feel the truth; while the
function of the intellect is to understand that evhis instinctively or
intuitively felt by the soul, or perceived by thae&rior senses. If the intellect
were to act only in harmony with reason, all irgetlal human beings
would not only be intellectual, but would also bsay but we know from
our daily experience that intellectuality is notassarily accompanied by
wisdom, that often those who are most cunning B raost vicious, and
the most learned often the most unreasonable."

"The first and most important step," continued Bnether, "which man
must take, if he desires to obtain spiritual powsetp become natural. Only
when he has thrown off all his unnatural qualitas he hope to become
spiritually strong. If he were to become spiritbafore he becomes natural,
he would be an unnatural spiritual monster. Suchstavs have existed and
still exist. They are the spiritual powers of eagting through human forms;
they are the Adepts of Black Magic, sorcerers ahains of various
grades."

"Then," | said, "l presume that great criminals @ara certain extent black
magicians."

"Not necessarily so," answered the Brother. "Thentg of evil-doers do
evil, not for the love of evil, but for the purposkattaining some selfish
purpose. The villains who are on the road to Blslelgic do evil because
they love it, in the same sense as those who atfeeormad to true adeptship
perform good merely because they love good. Buthé@ranan performs
good or evil acts, a constant or frequent repetitibsuch acts causes him
finally to perform them instinctively, and thus loen nature becomes
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gradually either identified with good or with evide who merely tortures a
fly for the sake of torturing it, and because hpléased to do so, is farther
progressed on the road to villainy and absolutevath consequent
destruction, than he who murders a man becaugsedggnes it to be
necessary for his own protection that he shouldderuinim."

Here the conversation began to turn about Whiteid/aigd the wonderful
powers of certain Tibetan Adepts. The Imperatom Wwad recently visited
them, gave a detailed account of his visit. Bugrgie as it may appeat,
while all the details of the other part of our cersation remained deeply
engraved in my memory, the account given by theshaor about that visit
Is entirely effaced from my recollection, and | nahremember anything
whatever about it. It is as if its recollection Haekn purposely eradicated
from my mind.

After our breakfast was over, the Imperator reconmheel me to the care of
the two Lady-Adepts, and told me that he would s&poin us to show me
his alchemical laboratory. | then accompanied my protectors into the
beautiful garden.
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CHAPTER V

RECOLLECTIONS OF
PAST LIVES

a4 E passed through an alley formed by oleander Isushe
w124 full bloom, and arrived at a small round pavilidarsling
IAA\W/ZA upon a little eminence, which afforded a beautifalv of
3 i the country and the tall mountain tops in the diséa The
Vancd#| roof of the pavilion was supported by marble colsmn
surrounded by ivy, which grew around the pillard an
nearly covered the roof, hanging down at intervakhe open spaces. We
seated ourselves, and after a short pause, myfnemom | will call Leila,
said: "l owe you an explanation in regard to thearks | made when | saw
your astonishment at seeing the female sex repgegsamong the Brothers
of the Golden and Rosy Cross. Your intuition toddiyight. It does not
indeed very often happen that an individual attaithsptship while
inhabiting a female organism, because such an mmgae not as well
adapted as a male one to develop energy and stremgt it is, therefore
frequently the case that those women who havedfaareced on the road to
adeptship must reincarnate in a male organismyédfey can achieve the
final result. Nevertheless, exceptions are fourml Know that the organism
of a man is not fundamentally different from thhaavoman, and in each
human being are male and female elements comidim@cbmen usually the
female elements preponderate, and in men the makeare usually most
active, although we meet with women of a mascuimeracter, and with
men who are of a womanish nature. In a perfect numeng the male and
female elements are nearly equally strong, witlghtspreponderance of the
male element, which represents the productive paweature, while the
female element represents the formative princifghés occult law, which to
explain at present would lead us deep into the engst of nature, will
become comprehensible to you if you will study lnes of harmony. You
will then find that theMoll-accord is the harmonious counterpart of Due-
accord, but that the greatest beauty finds itsesgpon inDur. Other and
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numerous analogies may be found, and we shall ik&ygour own
ingenuity to find them out.

"If you therefore find an Adept inhabiting a femaleanism, you will be
right in concluding that such an abnormal circumegais due to some
extraordinary conditions and experiences througithvbuch an Adept has
passed during his last incarnation. A plant in ehHouse will grow faster
than one which is not cared for, and, likewiseraxtdinary suffering may
cause the early development of the flower of gmtity, which without such
suffering would have taken place, perhaps, mudr latsome other
incarnation."

This revelation stirred my curiosity, and | begdlee lady to give me an
account of her past life, as it was before sherecan Adept.

"It is sometimes painful," answered Leila, "to dwei the memories of the
past, but perhaps our sister Helen will give yochsan account of her life."

The lady addressed smiled, and said: "l will catyalo so to afford a
pleasure to our visitor, but my life in compariseith yours has been very
uninteresting. If you will proceed with your hisgoit will add mine at the
end."

"Very well, then," answered Leila; "but to simplifyatters, and to save
time, | will show you its pictorial representationthe Astral Light. Look
upon the table before you."

| looked upon the polished surface of the roundaheatable standing in the
centre of the pavilion, and, as | looked, thereegped upon its surface the
life-like image of a battlefield. There were thentending armies fighting
with swords and spears, men on horseback and mérogrknights in
glistening armor, and common soldiers. Hot grovesfight; the dead and
wounded cover the ground, and the soldiers toatidégin to give way,
while those to the right press forward. Suddeniréhappears at the left a
beautiful woman, dressed in armor, carrying a swohe hand and in the
other a banner. Her features resemble those dfatig-Adept. At sight of
her the men to the left seem to become filled witbngth, while their
enemies seem to be stricken with terror. The I&ger pursued by the men
on the left, and a shout of triumph arises, angtbteire fades away.
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Now there appears another picture upon the tadeeims to be the interior
of a Catholic church. There is a great assembdigfitaries of church and
state, of knights and nobles, bishops and priast$a multitude of people.
In front of the altar kneels an armored knight, veleems to be the king, and
a bishop, ornamented with the insignia of his effiputs a golden crown
upon his head; but by the side of the king stagdsnethat noble-looking
woman, with a smile of triumph upon her face anidling a banner. A
solemn music is heard, but as the crown rests timhead of the king and
he arises, a thousand voices hail him, and thenei¢dades away.

The next picture represents a dungeon filled witruments of torture,

such as were used at the time of the Inquisitidrerd are some men dressed
in black, and in their eyes burns the fire of h#iteye are others dressed in
red; they are evidently the executioners. Some Ipasph torches appear,
and in their midst is Leila bound with chains. $dwks at the men in black
with pity and contempt. They ask her some sillysjuoas, which she

refuses to answer, and then they begin to torterenha most cruel manner.

| averted my sight, and when | looked again, tloéupe was gone.

In its place appeared another. There is a pileadfdyand in its midst a
stake to which a chain is fastened. A processignagehes, led by
villainous-looking monks and guarded by soldienv@ls of people
surround the pile, but they give way as the praoasspproaches. In the
midst of the monks and hangmen walks Leila, lookae and emaciated
from torture and sufferings; her hands are tied,anope is fastened round
her neck. She mounts the pile and is fastenecetsttike. She attempts to
speak, but the praying monks dash water into heer i@ force her to remain
silent. A hangman appears with a brand of fire,wleed begins to burn; the
flames touch the body of the beautiful woman. lirgelsto see no more; |
buried my face in my hands; | knew who Leila was.

After | had recovered from the impression whicls thorrible sight had
made upon my mind, | expressed to Leila my adnarefor her valour and
virtue. | had always admired her as a historicarabter, and desired to see
her portrait. Now she stood before me, the livingioal, youthful and
strong, noble and beautiful, and yet, accordiniistory, over 450 years of
age.

It is useless to attempt to conceal a thoughtemptiesence of the Adepts.
Leila observed my thought, and answered it.

-51-



"No," she said, "I am much older than you thinknt you, and we all, are
as old as creation. When the spirit began to becaftier the Gred®ralaya
was over, sending out of the centre the light efLibgos which called the
world into existence, we lived already, and we lst@ahtinue to live until
this light returns to its source. God in us knowsage; He is eternal and
independent of the conditions of time. Nor can spiritual bodies be
destroyed by fire."

"But," | said, "your body was destroyed by fire."

"That which was destroyed," answered Leila, "wasahyeghe grossest
material substance of my physical organizationth®&sfire consumed the
gross matter, my ethereal form arose above thafidethe smoke; it was
invisible to the multitude present, whose sensesargross that they can
only perceive gross matter; but it was visiblene Adepts who were present
in their ethereal forms, and who took care of nmel after a short period of
unconsciousness | awoke again to external lifed@Gally my body hardened
again by the action of the influences prevailingnym new home, and
therefore | am now as visible and tangible to ysuf dwere still inhabiting
my material form."

"Then, | presume," | said, "that the astral bodgw#ry human being or
animal could be so hardened, after having lefptisical form, and thus
the spirits of the dead could be made to appeatamgible and visible
form."

"It could be done, and it has often been done,wansd Leila, "by the vile
practices of the necromantic art. It can be dorik thie earth-bound astral
shades of some who have suddenly died by accidentiaer, and in
whose astral forms is therefore still a great @¢aholecular adhesion; but
the astral forms of those who have died long agmatbe thus evoked,
because their astral corpses have already beemgesed by the influences
of the astral plane. But those materialised' fonage no life of their own,
and cannot endure. They only live by the life-piphe infused into them by
the necromancer who performs such acts consciomshy the medium
who performs them unconsciously. To enable anldsima to continue to
live after the death of the physical form, it mhate attained spiritual life
during the life of the physical body."
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"Surely," | said, "in every human being the astoam contained within the
physical body has life."

"True," she answered, "but not in every human b&ngthe centre of life
and of consciousness. In ordinary mortals theadde is in the blood
contained in the veins and arteries of the phydarah, and the astral form
lives only, so to say, from the reflex of that picgslife. In the Adept, the
centre of life and consciousness has been establislthe organism of his
soul, clothed with the astral form, and is therefself-conscious and
independent of the life of the physical body. | la@ady during former
incarnations acquired that life and consciousné#isecspirit. | was on the
way to adeptship before | was born in a peasantLluring my childhood |
had spiritual intercourse with Adepts, althougméw them not
intellectually, because my intellectual activitiyetresult of my physical
organization, was then not sufficiently perfecutaerstand that which my
spirit perceived. But," she continued, "let us dtiogse metaphysical
speculations, which | see fatigue your brain, ahitivare still more
difficult of comprehension, in that there is noawithout some exception,
and the laws of nature are liable to produce esdlaseties."

"Many thanks for your kindness in giving me so mudbrmation,” | said;
"but permit me to ask one more question. What wesesoices you heard
and the apparition you saw? Was it truly the arge&dMichael who gave
you your mission and aided you in your victories?"

"No," was the reply. "Angels do not interfere perally in mundane matters;
spiritually developed man is higher than they. disvthe influence of one of
our Brothers, who was formerly a great warrior gattiot, whose power
entered within myself and took the shape of a Knigipresenting the
archangel for whom | always had a great veneratr@hwhose image was
foremostin my mind . . . But see. .. ."

To my great astonishment Leila became suddenlgfoamed into the
luminous shape of a knight in a brilliant armor,igthshone like the sun, so
that | had to avert my eyes for fear of gettingntdid. The apparition
disappeared within a few moments, and Leila stbedetagain in her
previous form.

| had for a long time observed the features ofotther Lady-Adept; and it
seemed to me as if | had seen her somewhere, [garhayy dreams. Yes, |
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remember that when | was a mere child | once hasdian, while in a state
between sleeping and waking, when it seemed tosnifeaa angel or a
super-terrestrial being, clad in white and holdinghite lily in her hand,
were floating in the air over my head, extending ltty towards me. How
often had | prayed in my heart to see that bedudbtfun again; and now, if |
did not mistake, this lady was the form | had seemy dream.

She was of exceeding great beauty; her long, bl@aking hair formed a
strong contrast to her plain, white, and flowingepcovering her form with
graceful folds. Her tint was pale and delicate, frefile was pure Greek;
her dark eyes seemed to penetrate to the innegenst of my soul, and to
kindle there a fire of pure love and admirationheiit any admixture of the
animal element.

"My life," said Helen, "was one of little importamcl was born at St.
Petersburg, and my father was an officer in thesimap army. He died while
| was very young, and left his family in great payeBesides the company
of my mother, my relatives, and a teacher, there nadhing to attract me to
earth. My mind unfolded and revealed in supertéisdgoys; | loved

poetry; | loved to look at the clouds sailing i tbky, and to see in them
objects of beauty; | communicated in spirit witle teroes of the past. But
the development of my physical form could not ketgp with the
unfoldment of the mind. Cold, starvation, and waastened its dissolution.
After having reached my eighteenth year, | leftwasted, consumptive
form, and was kindly received by the Brothers."

Her plain and modest tale filled my heart with pl¥nd was there no one,"
| said, "among your country people intelligent eglotio perceive your
genius and to give you support?"

"They erected a costly monument to my memory,"a®@vered, "after my
body had succumbed. A part of the money expendeitiimuld have
procured me the necessaries to prolong my lifes&hleho knew me while
living admired my poetry and my talents, but thesrevpoor like myself.
But let that pass. The conditions under which nenare the effects of
previously acquired Karma. My poverty and suffenmgre my gain. | have
cause to be well satisfied with my lot."

While the lady spoke, | scanned her features. \Masily she who had
appeared to me years ago in a dream? Was it shevawed that lily as if
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pronouncing a blessing? Was it the magnetic cumtanth seemed to
stream through that symbol into the depths of ngrfh@nd to call there a
higher life into activity? Could that event haveebhe dream? Did it not fill
my whole being with happiness at the time wheraggened? Did its
memory not remain deeply engraved in my heart, wheansands of other
dreams had faded away?

Helen rose, and reaching out through one of the spaces between the
pillars, she broke a white lily flower which grevose by the wall. This she
gave to me, and said, "Keep this flower; it wilt fi@de like a dream; and
when you see it you will know that | am not a prodof hallucination.”

| thanked her and begged her to remain my protéctibre future, as she had
been in the past. To this she answered: "We canasslist those who
protect themselves. We can only influence those arbaeady to receive
our influence. We can only approach those whotsiilty approach our
own sphere. Love causes mutual attraction; the wikbe attracted to the
pure, the evil ones to that which is evil. To gpresupposes the capacity to
receive on the part of him who is to receive. Tinelight is open to all, but
not all are able to see it. The eternal fountaitruth is inexhaustible and
universal; but those who open their hearts to timslisine of truth are few.
Seek continually to rise above the sphere of $wgiéss, and you will be in
company of those who have thrown off their anintairents and live in the
spirit."

As the lady finished speaking, another Adept apghed the pavilion. He
was a man of small stature, but with a highly ietglial expression upon his
face which at once indicated that he must be adflaldis head was almost
bald on the top, and showed a most remarkable toymaf his skull; at

each side, however, there were gray locks of hanl,| immediately
recognized in him one whose picture | had oftem se&l whose presence |
had often felt, and whom | will call Theodorus. kid been a great Adept
and Rosicrucian during his earthly life; he hadrbagreat physician, and
performed most wonderful cures. He had been a gielaémist, and knew
the secret of th€rossand theRose of theRed Lionand théNhite Eagle

As he entered, he announced that the Imperatobéeal called away to
attend to some important affairs connected witlitigslon the mundane
plane. He jocularly remarked that he had gone ¢ognt a certain statesman
from committing an act of imbecility, which would he did not succeed in
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stopping it, be productive of a great war. He wesefore deputed by the
Imperator to show me the alchemical laboratorytancbrrect some of my
misconceptions in regard to alchemy. | was ratbkictant to leave the
presence of the ladies, and | would have beemngilio die at that moment
to enable my soul to remain in their presence] bould not with propriety
decline the invitation. The ladies permitted meettire, and | went with
Theodorus into the halls of the Monastery.
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CHAPTER VI

THE ALCHEMICAL
LABORATORY

a4 E went through a beautiful and broad corridoralihg
: w124 whose sides stood finely executed marble statues
S A\\\W/E4 representing the gods and goddesses of antiquitybasts
|87\ of the heroes of olden times. "These statues,” my
il companion remarked, "represent the elemental pliesi
and powers of nature, and they were thus persdrifyethe
ancients to bring the attributes of these prinsiplithin the conceptive
power of the mind. None of the old Greeks and R@narcept the most
ignorant, ever believed that Zeus, Pluto, Nepté&ite, were existing
personalities; nor did they ever worship them ahsilihey were merely
symbols and personifications of formless powerkewise, every man's
form and body is not the real man; it is merelymisol and personification
of the character and attributes of the real mdatra of matter in which the
thoughts of the real man have found their exteerpression. The ancients
knew these things; it is only the modern wiseaares mistake the external
illusions for internal truths, and the form for ghenciple. It is modern
materialistic religion which has degraded the Ursaé Spirit into a limited
being, and the great powers of nature into Chnstaints."

We entered into a circular hall in the form of enfge. It had no windows,
but received its light from a cupola of clear glddgh over our heads,
below the cupola, was a large interlaced doubdagiie made of gold and
surrounded by a snake biting its tail. In the mafghe room, and directly
under that symbol, stood a round table with whiggbte top, in the centre
of which was a smaller representation of the fiqaveve, executed in silver.
The walls were ornamented with bookcases, in whiere a great number
of books on alchemy. At one side of the room thvesis a kind of altar upon
which stood a burning lamp. A couple of crucibke$ew bottles upon a
side-table, and some armchairs completed the tuendf the room.
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| looked around, expecting to see some furnacegest retorts, and other
implements, such as are described in books onralgheut could see none.
My instructor, reading my thoughts, laughingly sdidid you expect to find
here an apothecary's shop? You mistake, my frigidhis array of bottles
and pots, of furnaces, stoves, retorts, mortdtsrdj strainers, distilling,
purifying, and refining apparatus, &c., describedooks on alchemy, is
nothing but nonsense, written to mislead the $eHisd vicious, and to
prevent them from prying into mysteries which tlaeg not fit to receive.
The true alchemist requires no ingredients fophixesses, such as he could
buy in a chemist's shop. He finds the materialivhie needs within his
own organization. The highest processes of alcheyire no mechanical
labour; they consist in the purification of the k@und in transforming
animal man into a divine being."

"But," said I, "did not the ancient alchemists trezal metals and transform
them into others of a higher order?"

To this Theodorus replied:

"The invisible principles of which the constitutiofiman is made up are
called his metals, because they are more lastidgeaduring than flesh and
blood. The metals which are formed by his thougints desires will
continue to exist after the perishing elements ttisig his physical body
have been dissolved. Man's animal principles aad#se metals of which
his animal organization consists; they must be gbdnnto nobler metals by
trans- forming his vices into virtue, until theyssahroughall colors and
turn into the gold of pure spirituality. To accomsplthis it is necessary that
the grossest elements in his astral form shouléiceputrefy, so that the
light of the spirit penetrate through the hard sGed call the inner man into
life and activity."

"Then," | said, "all those alchemical prescriptiavisich we find in the
books are only to be taken in a figurative sensé,eve nothing to do with
material substances, such as salt, sulphur, mer&ary

"Not exactly so," answered the Adept. "There ardaual lines separating
the various kingdoms in nature, and the actiorlaw$ manifested in one
kingdom find their analogies in other kingdoms. Pecesses taking place
in the spiritual planes are also taking place enaktral and material planes,
subject, of course, to such modifications as aposred by the conditions
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existing upon these planes. Nature is not, as yoentists seem to believe,
an agglomeration of fundamentally different objeatsl elements; nature is
a whole, and everything in the organism acts amatsd on by every other
thing contained therein. This is a fact which theiant alchemists knew,
and which the modern chemists would do well to naver; for we find
already in the book ddoharthe following passage, which | advise you to
note down in your book, so that you will not forggeEverything that exists
upon the Earth has its ethereal counterpart abteeEarth(that is to say, in
the inner realm)and there is nothing, however insignificant it nagpear

in the world, which is not depending on somethiiggpér (or more interior );
so that if the lower part acts, its presiding higlpart reacts upon it

"It has been taught by the ancients," | interjectdtht man is a little world,
constituted in a manner similar to the big worldhieh he inhabits."

"This is true," said the Adept; "but you should nwgrely know it as a
theory, but realize it. Within yourself is contaihine universe with all its
powers, heaven and hell, angels and devils, artieakingdoms with their
inhabitants, and you may call them into life atypleasure. You are the
god and creator within your own universe. You cwndlly people that
world with forms, coming into existence by your tighits, and you infuse
them with your life by the power of will. In eachiinan being are contained
germinally the essences which constitute the mineegetable, animal, or
human kingdom; in each man are contained powershahay be developed
into a tiger, a snake, a hog, a dragon, into a eagevillain, into an angel or
devil, into an Adept or a God. Those elements whiehmade to grow and
to be developed will become the maaiter egoand constitute his "self."
Look at the double interlaced triangle over youadat represents the
Macrocosm with all the forces contained therein,itlierpenetration and
union of Spirit and Matter, within the never-enduigele of eternity. Look

at the smaller symbol upon the table before yoreptesents the same
elements within the constitution of Man. If you danmng the double
interlaced triangles existing within your own badso harmony with those
existing in the Universe, the powers of nature tdlyours, and you will be
able to guide and control them."

| thought of the nature of the many different irdjemts necessary to make

an alchemical experiment, and of the manner in lwthey must be mixed;
but Theodorus perceived my thought and replied:
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"The universal process, by which all the procesédite take place, is the
unfoldment of Life. He who can guide and contr@ gower of life is an
alchemist. He can create new forms and increassutb&tance of those
forms. The chemist creates nothing new; he meogip$ new combinations
of the substances in his possession; the alcheauses the substance to
attract corresponding elements from the invisibbeehouse in nature, and
to increase. The chemist deals with matter in whhehprinciple of life is
inactive, that is to say, in which it manifest®ifsnerely as mechanical or
chemical energy; the alchemist deals with the gleof life, and causes
living forms to come into existence. The chemisyrransform sulphur into
invisible gas and cause that gas to become sufgfain, and the sulphur
obtained at the end of the experiment will be asstnuch in quantity as it
was at the beginning; but the gardener who puéed & the ground, and
prepares the conditions necessary for that seguw into a tree, is an
alchemist because he calls something into existehash did not exist
ready-made in the seed, and out of one seed hehmsypbtain a thousand
seeds of the same kind."

"But," | objected, "it is said that the Rosicrucgmssessed the power to
turn iron, silver, or mercury into gold. Surely thas no gold in pure silver
or mercury; how, then, could they cause somethorgydw which did not
exist?"

The Adept smiled, and said: "Through your lips $gdhe learned
ignorance of your modern civilization, which cansee the truth, because it
has created a mountain of misconceptions and gagmntejudices which
now stand between itself and the truth. Let me teélryou once more that
Nature is a Unityand that consequently each particle of matteamn dkie
smallest, is a part of nature in which the possikd of the whole are
hidden. Each speck of dust may under favorableitiond develop into a
universe in which all the elements existing in nattan be found. The
reason why your scientists are unable to compretitesdruth is because
their fundamental doctrines about the constituabmatter and energy are
entirely wrong. Your Dualism in theology has belea tause of untold
misery, creating a continual quarrel between Gatitha Devil; your
Polytheism in science blinds the eyes and obstthetgudgment of the
learned, and keeps them in ignorance. What do yowlabout the
attributes of primordial matter? What do you kndwoat the difference
between matter and force? All the so-called "singpllestances" known to
your science are originally grown out of primorchadtter. But this
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primordial matter is a Unity; it is oni@ne Consequently each particle of
this primordial matter must be able to grow und&tain conditions into
gold, under other conditions to produce iron, uratbers mercury, &c. This
Is what the ancient alchemists meant when theytbaideach of the seven
metals contains the seeds of the other sevenhaydatso taught that, for
the purpose of transmuting one body into anotherpbdy to be transmuted
would have to be reduced first into Rema Materia

"But," he continued, "l see that you are anxiousdwe the truth of these
doctrines demonstrated by an experiment; let us slee whether it is
possible that we can make gold grow out oféed’

Without rising from the big armchair in which Thewds was seated, he
then directed me to take one of the crucibles upertable, to see that it was
empty, and to put it upon a tripod over the flamening upon the altar. |

did as directed. He then said: "Now take some @filver pieces which you
have in your pocket, and throw them into the crgcild took seven pieces
which | had with me, and did as he said. Aftena feinutes they began to
melt, and, as | saw the silver in the crucible badome fluid, I told the
Adept that it was molten. He then indicated a simaitle containing some
red powder, which stood upon the table, and reqdask to take some of
that red powder and to throw it into the crucildlbere was a little silver
spoon lying upon the table, and with this | tookatveeemed to be about one
or two grains of the red powder from the bottlej aras going to throw it
into the crucible, but Theodorus stopped me, satiagthis was too much
powder, and it should not be wasted. He told ntérow the powder back
into the bottle and to wipe the spoon with a pietcpaper, and then to throw
the paper into the crucible. The quantity of powdhich adhered to the
spoon after | had returned the former to the betts so little as to be
hardly visible; nevertheless, | did as he told arg] threw the little piece of
paper upon the molten silver. Immediately the p&pened, and the molten
metal began to foam and to rise, so that | wascafinat it would run over
the sides of the crucible; but each bubble burgtr@sched the top, and
exhibited a variety of the most beautiful colors.

This play lasted for about fitteen minutes, whea bloiling ceased, and the
foaming mass sank back to the bottom of the craciltheodorus noticed
that it had become quiet; he directed me to takecthcible from the fire
and to pour the contents upon a marble slab. aslide told me, and directly
the mass became solid, and appeared to be thé dioles
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"Take this gold with you," said Theodorus, "andildéte examined, so that
you will be convinced that you have not been tlotimi of an hallucination."”

| was very much astonished, and | thought how nauwgtpeople would give
to become acquainted with the secret of this reddeo. | desired to ask the
Adept how this powder could be prepared, but Irehtidare to ask the
guestion aloud, because | was afraid that Theodeousd think | desired to
know the secret for the purpose of enriching my#&it the Adept saw my
thought, and said:

"The secret of how this red powder is prepared caba explained to men
until they become more spiritual; because it is@et whose knowledge
must be practically acquired. How can we teach nmahto employ powers
which they do not possess, and of which they dameh know the
existence? Nevertheless, the germs of these p@amerntained in a latent
condition within the organism of every human being.

"It would be foolish to suppose that gold couldn&de out of any other
substance than gold; but every substance contangerm of gold in its
own primordial state.

"In the alchemical laboratory of nature, iron-pgsitand other substances
produce gold in the course of ages, because theiple of gold contained

in their primordial element grows by the actiortloé life-principle of

nature, and becomes visible gold. This process;iwihimay require
unconscious nature millions of years to accompbisim, be accomplished by
nature in a few minutes if her will-power is guidagthe spiritual
consciousness and intelligence of the Adept.adsignpossible to make gold
grow out of anything containing no gold as it ipwssible to make an apple
tree grow out of a cherry stone. But if we wislsé® an apple tree grow out
of a seed we do not insert it in a hole bored &tock, but we select a
proper piece of soil where it can grow by the didumlight and moisture.
Likewise, if we desire gold to grow out of the ‘deer principle of gold, we
must add the proper soil which it requires; and ®il' is furnished by the
red powder, which contains the life-principle fbetproduction of gold.
Know that there is no 'dead' substance in the useveand that even a stone
or a metal contains life in a latent form. If tifeprinciple within such a
substance becomes active, this substance will hkedorm and to produce
the various colors which you saw in the cruciblehé mass were cold and
solid, the power of life would be slow to penetriagtow the surface of the
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metal; nevertheless, the transmutation would griidtake place; but in the
molten mass the life-giving substance becomes tlghly mixed with the
metal, ebullition takes place, and the transmutasayuickly performed.

"Why should growth and development and transmutatidorm be
possible only in the vegetable and animal kingdttme?equally possible in
the mineral kingdom; the only difference is thathe former it takes place
within a sufficiently short period of time, so @asdome within the
observation of man; while in the latter these psses take place very
slowly, and many generations of men may pass awtyé any progress in
the growth of metals can be observed.

"The seed for the production of plants grows inglants themselves; the
seed for the production of animals grows in therats; the 'seed' for the
production of metals rests in the metals. It issudficient merely to melt a
metal, to make it grow; it must be made subje¢h&opower of life. This is
done by the addition of the red powder, of whiclabmost imperceptible
guantity is sufficient to cause the growth of aagrguantity of gold. The few
atoms of powder which you used were enough angdacedo transmute
your silver, as you will see if you now examine ygold, which has not
absorbed all of the red powder which adhered t@p#per."

| looked at the gold, which had now become coldugihato be handled, and,
indeed, upon its surface there were some littlgpesat|s like rubies, which
seemed to indicate that they were parts of th@oseder which had not
been absorbed by the molten mass.

"Master! "l exclaimed, "teach me this secret, apdomise you that | will
never use the knowledge obtained for any selfishgae whatever. | have
learned enough of occultism to know that worldlgg@ssions and riches are
useless for the purpose of spiritual developmerd,that they are in truth

the greatest obstacles which can be put in theaivtyose who desire to
progress. | only desire to know the truth for thkesof the truth, and not for
the purpose of obtaining any selfish advantagecH e@e these secrets, and |
will forget my own self, and devote my life to bébhé&e universal
brotherhood of humanity."

"Very well," answered the Adept. "l will do all ba to show you the way,
but you must do your own walking. To teach yougberet of how to make
gold is identical with teaching you all the secm&ftshe constitution of
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nature, and of its counterpart, the microcosm af.nf&is cannot be done in
a few hours, or within a few days, and it woulddgainst the rules of our
order to retain you here longer than after surigagtio enable you to study
this science of alchemy, | will lend you a book @fhyou may read and
study; and if you keep your intuitional facultigzem and your mind
unclouded, | will be invisibly near you and assst to understand the
meaning of the secret symbols contained therein."

With these words Theodorus handed me a book camggannumber of
colored plates with symbols and signs. It was arbolok, and its title was
"The Secret Symbols of the Rosicrucians of thee®gmth and Seventeenth
Centuries."”

"The size of the book," continued the Adept, "rasderather inconvenient
for you to carry it on your descent from the moumtaut | will send it to
your hotel at the village, where you will find ihgour arrival."

| thanked the Adept, and looked once more at thetenipus book. | glanced
at the titles of the pages, and saw that theyedealbout the greatest of
mysteries, of the Macrocosm and Microcosm, of Tand Eternity, of
Occult Numbers, the Four Elements, the Trinity df 6f Regeneration,
Alchemy, Philosophy, and Cabala; it was indeedaklmm Universal
Science

"If you practically understand the contents of the®k," said Theodorus,
"you will not merely know how to produce gold odttbe baser metals,
which is one of the lowest, most insignificant, aanparatively worthless
parts of our art, but you will know the mysterytbé Rose and the Cross;
you will know how to come into possession of Btglosopher's Stonand
the Universal Panaceawhich renders those who possess it immortal. You
will then not merely know how to direct the proessf life, so as to make
pearls and diamonds and precious stones grow,douivitl know how to
make a man out of an animal, and a god out of a ifais last alchemical
process is the one thing which is needed, andnmpanison all other arts are
merely playthings for children. What will it serus to run after illusions,
which will vanish in time, if we can obtain withourselves that which is
eternal and real?"

| asked the Adept whether | would be permittednovs that book to others,
or to have it copied and printed; upon which hdieep"There are at present
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few people in the world who would be able to corheral this book to its
fullest extent; but there are some who desire tikthe truth, and for the
sake of these few you may risk to throw pearls teefioe swine. The
symbols contained in these pages must be not mesely and studied with
the intellect, they must also be grasped by thetspo make this plain to
you, know that each occult symbol and sign, fromese point up to the
double-interlaced Triangle, to the Rose and thes§;roas three
significations. The first is the exoteric meanindpich is easily understood;
the second is the esoteric or secret significatidnch may be intellectually
explained; the deepest and most mysterious ome ithird, the spiritual
meaning, which cannot be explained, but which rbestpiritually
experienced within yourself. This practical, int@rexperience is arrived at
by the power of intuition, or the faculty by whitte soul feels the presence
of things which one cannot see with the bodily ssnf a person once feels
interior things with his heart, sees them by hienmal sight, and
understands their attributes, then such a persebd@ome illuminated, and
Is practically an Adept.

"As the numbeiThreegrows out of th®ne likewise theSevergrows out of
theThree; because by a combination of three numbers argetour
complications arise, forming with the original Targhe number Seven; and
thus there are not merely three, but seven exptarsadf each symbol. You
see, therefore, that the matter is very complicatad requires deep study.
Nor would it benefit you if | were to explain to yall the various meanings
of these symbols; for you must learn to realiz¢ yloa yourself are a
symbol. These symbols represent the mysterieseaifitiverse and of man.
You are that universe, you are the man, and tlinisg@st are representing
yourself. What good would the explanations do to ygou do not realize
that they are true?"

"But," | interposed, "if this is so, it will be uess to read any such books."

"Those who know these things themselves," said dtwers, "do not need
them, and those who do need them do not undersitend Books of that
kind are like mirrors in which a man sees the thirgflected which are
existing in him. A monkey stands before a lookirigsg and sees his own
image, but he thinks it is another monkey apingimi¢ions. If you know the
contents of a book, describing a truth, you onlgwrihe description but not
the very truth itself. You may know the contentghad Bible by heart from
beginning to end, together with all the commengtaraad still not realize the
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truth of one iota of it. Self is the man. That whiwe finds out by his own
experience, that Henows and nothing more.

"When | was an inhabitant of your world, | had manlyard rub with your
doctors of medicine and of divinity, because thegd upon the ignorance
of the people, and the more | enlightened therldtte less flattering grew
the bread-and-butter prospects of the former. allystound that the more
learned your doctors were, the more did they Ibeg bwn common sense. |
live here in peace, and care little about theipuatigtions and
argumentations; but | take occasionally a glandkatvorld, and | do not
see much change for the better."

"Nevertheless," | said, "you will agree that scieh@s made a great deal of
progress since those days?"

"True," he answered, "she has progressed in somgstand retrograded in
others. She has made many inventions to increagghtysical comforts of
man and to gratify his desires; but in proportisman's desires have been
gratified, they have also grown, and new necesditee’e been created.
Many of your most useful inventions, however, hasebeen made by the
help, but rather in spite of the opposition, of yptofessional scientists.

"Moreover, if the psychical faculties of man wemdloped, many of your
most useful inventions would be perfectly useléssy would be displaced
by far better methods, in the same sense as bawaresws have become
useless since the invention of gunpowder and gums.are very proud of
your railroads and telegraphs, but of what uselag to a man who is able
to travel with the velocity of thought from one péato another, however
distant that place may be. Learn to chain the ekahspirits of nature to the
chariot of your science, and you may mount likeeagle and ride through
the air."

"I should be very glad," | said, "if you would infa me how a person can
travel with the velocity of thought from one placeanother. It seems to me
that the weight of the physical body would preseninsurmountable
impediment.”

"Neither would psychically developed man need ke tdat cumbrous form
along on such travels," answered Theodorus. "Whatho is Man? Is he
that semi-animal mechanism, which eats, drinks,vea#s, and wastes
nearly half of its life in unconscious sleep; thass of bones and muscles,
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of blood and sensitive nerves, which hinders tee movements of the spirit
who is chained to it; or is the man that invisibanething which thinks and
feels, and knows that it exists?"

| said: "Undoubtedly the real man is the thinkimmpiple in man."

"If you admit this," answered the Adept, "you vélko agree that the real
man is in that place and locality wherein he thiakd perceives; in other
words, he is there where his consciousness eXistisking is a faculty of
the mind, and not a faculty of the physical bodys hot my brain which
thinks; but | myself do my thinking by means of bmain. Wherever our
mind exercises that faculty, there is our true tadioin; whether our physical
form is there, too, is a circumstance which neddcoacern us any more
than it would concern us to carry a warm and. he&aat which we are
accustomed to wear in winter along with us whileate making a summer
excursion. Thinking is a faculty of the mind, andhilis universal. If we
learn to think independently of our physical braue, may as well exercise
that faculty in one place of the universe as intla@g without taking our
physical body along."

"But," | objected, "how can a universal and therefonorganized principle
think, without using for that purpose an organibeain?"

"Short-sighted mortal!" exclaimed Theodorus. "Whgsthat Mind is
without an organization? Who has so little judgmento suppose that the
highest organized living and conscious principléha universe is without
an organization, if even the inferior kingdoms uploa face of the earth,
such as crystal, plant, and animal, cannot exi$tout an organization?
Surely the air does not think; it has no firm ongation; but the Universal
Mind is not air, nor is it empty space; it has maghin common with either,
except its being everywhere present. It is thedsgbrganized principle in
the universe.

"Inferior man, in whom the consciousness of hidkigspiritual self has not
awakened, cannot think without the aid of the ptgldorain; he cannot
experience a consciousness which he does not gseps; he cannot
exercise a faculty which is merely latent withis brganization. But the
man who has awakened to the consciousness ofdhistself, whose life
has been concentrated into his higher principléschvexist independently
of the physical form, constitutesspiritual centre of consciousness, which
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does not require the physical brain to think, amyarthan you require the
use of your hands and feet for the purpose of thgikf a person in a
somnambulic condition travels in spirit to a distplace and reports what he
has seen there, and his observations are afterwanfied, must we not
conclude that he has been at that place, and widoddreasonable to
suppose that he has taken his physical brain vimielnd left the empty

skull behind? How absurd is such an idea; but yéslabsurdity does not
surpass that of your suggestion, that the univengad is without an
organization."

| was somewhat confused at having inconsideratgysssed an opinion
about a subject of which | could not know anythiagd the Adept, noticing
my regret, continued in a mild manner: "If you dedd know the
organization of nature, study your own constitutioot merely in its
physical, anatomical, and physiological aspectdspiecially in its
psychological aspect. Study what may be callegphysiology of your soul.
If your foot were not an organized substance intatyaconnected with your
brain by means of the nerves and the spinal can would never be able to
feel any sensation in your foot; the latter migatidurned or amputated, and
you would not be aware of it unless you shoulditsegestruction. You do
not think with your foot, you think with your braior, to express it more
correctly, you think by means of your brain. Buy@u were more spiritually
developed, you would be able to sink your thougltk @onsciousness from
your brain down into your feet, or into any othartpf your body, and, so
to say, live in that part and be entirely uncongsiof any other part. It has
already come to the comprehension of some of yaueradvanced
scientists that sensation and consciousness majtterawn from any part
of the body, either by an effort of the will andagination of the person who
undertakes the experiment, or by the aid of theamitl imagination of a
'magnetizer' or 'mesmerizer.' In the same manmeopiposite thing can be
done, and a person may concentrate himself, saytarsany part of his own
organism, or in any part of the great organismattire with which he is
intimately and inseparably, although invisibly, oected. A man who
believes that he exists independently of naturesaparated from it, labors
under a great delusion. The fundamental doctrirecofltism is that nature
Is only one, and that all beings in nature aranately connected together,
and that everything in nature acts upon everyrdtheg therein. The
feeling of isolation and separateness existingdividuals is only caused by
the illusion of form. Man's form is not man; itnserely a state of matter in
which man for the time being exists, and whichastmually subject to
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change. It may be compared to an image in a mimravhich the character
of man is imperfectly reflected, and although ftetis from the image in a
mirror in so far as it is temporarily endowed dused with life, sensation,
and consciousness, nevertheless it is nothinglesean image; for life,
sensation, and consciousness do not belong totire they are functions of
the invisible but real man who forms a part ofitihgsible organism of
nature, and whose mind is a part of the universatipand who, therefore,
if he once realizes his true character and learkedw his own powers,
may concentrate his consciousness in any plackimat beyond his
physical form, and see, feel, and understand vetkaistplace in such a
locality."

"These ideas," | said, "are so grand that | amyabfully able to grasp them;
but | fear that they will never be accepted by saientists, who cannot see
beyond the narrow systems which they themselves biaated."

"True," answered the Adept; "they will not be adeelpor understood by our
present generation of scientists; but they wilkbewn in the future to those
who are not merely learned, but wise, as they Weosvn to the wise men
of the past. Ignorance and self-conceit are twotHers; and it flatters man's
vanity to believe that he is something supericard different from the rest;
and the more a man is learned in superficial seigtie more does he
believe in his own imaginary superiority and seferass. The
consciousness of the great majority of intelligeedple in our intellectual
age is nearly all concentrated within their brathgy live, so to say, entirely
in the top-storey of their houses. But the brainasthe most important part
of the house in which man resides. The centrdeidithe heart; and if
consciousness does not take its residence in tiieeaef life, it will become
separate from life, and finally cease to exist.these who desire to develop
spiritually attempt to think with their hearts, iead of merely studying with
their brains. Let them attempt to sink day afteyr their power of thought
down to the centre of life in the heart, until thednsciousness is firmly
established there. At first they will see nothing Barkness; but, if they
persevere in their efforts, they will behold a tig that centre which
illuminates the mind. This inextinguishable lightlwend its rays to the
brain and carry them as far as the stars; andimey may see the past, the
present, and the future.

"The greatest mysteries in nature are by no meiflinsuét to understand, if
we only prefer to look at them instead of lookitgpar own delusions. The
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grandest ideas are easy to grasp, if we merelgptefgrasp them instead of
holding on to our fancies. Man's mind is like anminn which the ideas
floating in the universal mind are reflected, conaide to a tranquil lake in
which you may see the true images of the passowglsl If the surface of
the lake is disturbed, the images become distoifttte water becomes
muddy, the reflections cease altogether. Likewfdbe mind of manisin a
tranquil state and clear of foreign elements, Hereflect the grandest and
noblest ideas existing within the world of mindwié desire to think
reasonably, we should allow the goddess of Reasdn her thinking within
our brain; but if we attempt to be wiser than Reasair mind becomes
filled with our own fancies and those which we haeguired from others,
and we cannot see the truth as it is, but we ssewe imagine it to be.

"This truth you will find symbolically or allegoradly represented in all the
principal mythologies and religious systems ofwweld. It is the old story
of the 'Fall of Man.' As long as man remained state of purity--that is to
say, as long as his will and imagination were amgidentical with the will
and the imagination of the spiritual creative powenature--he knew the
truth and was all-powerful; but when he began toktland to imagine in a
way different from that universal power, he losgfigiof the truth and could
see only his own fancies. If man wants to seertltd fgain, he must give
up his own way of reasoning and let Reason acihm But you may as well
ask a miser to give up the treasure which he hidected and hoarded
during a lifetime as to ask a modern scientistlologopher to give up his
own crooked ways. | see in your heart a desirestimbdish a secret society;
but let me warn you that if you attempt to accostpthis by appealing to
those who are clever and cunning, vainglorious@odd of their own
attainments, full of ambition and anxious to comi® ipossession of occult
or magical powers for the purpose of gratifyingitiseientific curiosity or to
employ them for the fulfillment of some selfish gtesyou will certainly
fail; for it is written: "Whosoever hath, to hirhal be given and he shall
have more in abundance, but whosoever hath non, filon shall be taken
away even that he hath."

"l know that quotation,” | answered, "but its meaanis not quite clear to
me."

"It means," replied Theodorus, "that to him who tieslove of wisdom in
his heart, abundant light will be given; but frommhwho is filled with
selfish desires, what little understanding he hiéidoe taken away."
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"l acknowledge," | said, "that | have been thinkofdinding means to
establish a society, or a school for spiritual dewment, where those who
desire to progress might be able to spend thengersefor the purpose of
that which is useful and lasting, instead of bdorged to run after the
illusions of the world. | have been mentally segkior a place in a solitude
where the members of such a society might leadtanior life. | should like
to establish a theosophical monastery, where wiel dve like yourself,
surrounded by all the grandeur, sublimity, andn&#s of nature, escape the
servitude of fashionable society, and step on #ik {o adeptship. But
surely I could not think of selecting our membe the ranks of the
uneducated and ignorant."

"Select them among those who are strong and visti@nswered
Theodorus, "and your choice will be well made. Gleothose who have
overcome preconceived opinions and prejudices¢stlem among those
who have no desire to obtain knowledge for thein @srsonal benefit and
do not wish to shine, but to let the light growhuit themselves. Such
persons are very rare; but if you find any, arttiéfy join you in your

efforts, you will soon have the most enlightenedety in the world. That
which is to-day called learning and education isatyea very laborious
method of acquiring a little superficial knowledghich mankind is forced
to adopt because they do not know how to develep $piritual perception.
If this method were taught and practiced, real Kedge would soon occupy
the place of mere learning, certainty the placeatief, conviction the place
of opinion, true faith the place of creed. If théabitants of your proposed
convent were pure-minded men and women, great sodlsiving mirrors

in which Divine Wisdom could be reflected withoutyaadulteration, such a
monastery would be the greatest ornament of thé&w®uch centers of
spiritual intelligence would be like suns of thesfimagnitude on the mental
horizon of the world. One such centre would beisiifit to illuminate the
world with its wisdom and to send its intellectuays to the utmost limits of
the planet.”

"And what is to hinder the establishment of sudeiatre of intelligence?" |
asked.

"Nothing but the imperfections of man and the alauno@ of his selfish
desires. There are two sources from which the olestarise that are in the
way of those who desire to attain self-knowledge iammortality. One class
of obstacles arises from man's interior self, tteofrom the external
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conditions in which he lives. The internal obstacee caused by his
acquired scientific or theological prejudices andaonceptions regarding
the constitution of man, and by the living eleméfdeces active within the
animal principle in his constitution. As they aeelfand grow strong by
external influences, they manifest themselves ifoua ways, producing
animal impulses, and in combination with the irgetlal acquirements they
grow into the more dangerous class of vices, saamabition, vanity, greed,
intolerance, selfishness, &c. Each of these anefahents, oElementals
may grow into an intellectual but unreasonable dpe@imd finally constitute
the veryalter egoof man. Man may have a great many such false egos
within him, until perhaps one of these overmadieesothers and becomes a
king in the realm of his soul. Each such "self"@bs a share of the life and
consciousness of the man in whose soul it exiatsnaay finally even
occupy all space within his intellectual sphereasdo paralyze reason or
drive it away. The world is crowded with such ifgetual or semi-
intellectual Elementals in human shape, in whomseedas been paralyzed
to a greater or lesser extent. You see them earydthe streets, in the
pulpit, the forum, in the halls of learning, as hasd upon the market-place.
Man's principal object in life should be to keep tkealm of his mind free
from such intruders, so that the king Reason mkeytherein without being
impeded. His duty is to fight the herculean baitih those animal and
intellectual Elementals, so that they will becoraevants of the king, and
not become his masters. Can this be accomplistaddatir energies are
continually employed on the outward plane; if we aever at home within
ourselves; if we are continually engaged with thusions of life, either in
the pursuit of sensual gratification or entirelyafied in scientific pursuits,
which tend to give us knowledge of outward thingsdonvey no
knowledge of self? Can we expect to accumulateenargy and employ it at
the centre within ourselves, if we continually spp@rat the periphery? Can
we hope to be able to waste all our power, andeasame time to be able to
retain it? An affirmative answer would be as iwafl as unscientific."
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CHAPTER VI
THE HIGHER LIFE

=) T would be too tedious to some of our readersuéte to
(A% 750 report all the instructions that were given to mpenty kind
== | guide Theodorus, who, for all | know, may have been
% known as the celebrated Theophrastus Paracelsing dur
& | his life in the physical body. | do not, howeveref myself
-4 justified in omitting to tell what he said in regapo the
importance of practicing self-control and develagpin
firmness of character and individuality. Previouslymy visit to the
Rosicrucian convent | had been made to believeab@ailtism and
mysticism were things only for dreamers; adaptegetsons living
continually in the clouds, enjoying their superstis and vagaries by
building castles in the air; but now, | found, teetf-reliance is a most
necessary quality for a disciple of this sacredrsoe, and that no science
can be more exact than the one based upon our xaeh piritual
knowledge and realized within our own soul. Thugddorus said:

"A power to become strong at a centre must be téidetowards the centre;
for it is only by resistance that it can accumukme become strong. A king
who goes away from his kingdom and leaves it witlpyatection may find
other rulers there when he attempts to return.&amime conquerors over
nature we must fight our own battles, and not wattl nature fights them
for us. The more the animal elements within maorsttution are
stimulated into life and activity by the temptatsotoming from the external
world through the avenues of the senses, the haeiildse the battle, and the
stronger will man's power grow if he successfullgists. This is the battle
which the great Gautama Buddha fought and from kvh& came out
victorious, because he was overshadowed bBth&aeeof Wisdom.

"I will attempt to give you a rational explanatiofithe effects of inward
concentration, to show you how you may become atare®f your own
world.
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"According to the teachings of the sages the UsaieBpirit called the
world into existence by the power of His own thoudll great religions
speak of a divine Triunity, according to Christigrgalled the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Ghost. The will or intentionhe tather, the thought or
idea the Son, and the creative power of the Fatttamng through the Son is
the Holy Ghost. By this power the thoughts of tla¢ghier become manifest,
and thus visible objective worlds are called intstence."

"But,"” said |, "where does the Father find the mater substance to render
these thoughts visible and objective?"

"Within Himself," answered my guide, and, lookirighae as if to make sure
that | understood the meaning of what he said pméireued: Allah il Allah,
says the Mohammedan; God is God, and there isngptieside Him. He is
the All; matter and motion and space, consciousmeatligence, wisdom,
spirit, substance, energy, darkness, and light Wdréds are His outspoken
thoughts; but there is nothing outside of HimséMvaich He might think,
He being the All, including and penetrating evenygh Thus everything
exists within Him, who is the life and soul of #iings. In Him we live and
move and have our being, and without Him we ar@ingt

"Man is the god and creator of his own little woahd therefore similar
processes take place when a person, by the powsragpection, directs
his thoughts towards his own centre of consciousnéhin his ‘heart." Now
this activity going towards the centre could neseitself have created an
external world, because the external world beldadgke periphery, and it
requires a centrifugal power to call it into existe. The introspective
activity of the Mind is a centripetal power, andiltbtherefore not act from
the centre towards the periphery. But you know évatry action is followed
by a reaction. The centripetal power, finding resise at the centre, returns
and evolves a centrifugal activity, and this céagyal power is called
Imagination. ThisSoul-energys the medium between the centre and the
periphery, between Spirit and Matter, between treatr and His creations,
between God and Nature, or whatever names you hwayse to give to
them. The Soul-consciousness is the product of¢h&ifugal activity of the
Mind, put into action by the centripetal activitiytbe Will.

"If these plain facts, expressed in plain languagtiout any scientific
jargon, without circumlocutions, philosophical ioticies and modern
gibberish, are comprehensible to you, all you hawdo is to apply it to
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yourself. If you direct the power of your mind inmally towards your centre,
instead of letting it fly off at a tangent, theistance which it finds at the
centre will cause a reaction, and the strongecémripetal power which
you apply, the stronger will be the centrifugal gowreated; in other words,
the stronger will youSoulbecome, and, as she grows strong, her invisible,
but nevertheless material, substance will peney@ie physical, visible
body, and serve to transform it into a higher kifildus you may at the end
become alBoul and have no gross physical body. But long betfuaietime
arrives you will be able to act upon matter bypogver of your soul, to cure
your own bodily ills and those of other people, amdo many wonderful
things, even at distances far away from your vesibrm; for the activity of
the soul is not limited by the circumference of figsical form, but radiates
far into the sphere of the Universal Mind."

| told Theodorus that these ideas were as yett@aoedgand too new to me, to
be grasped immediately; but that | would attemptetoember them and to
meditate about them in the future.

"You will do well if you do so," said the Adept,rid | will take care that
they remain in your memory."

"If the doctrines of the sages are true," | repli&dwvould seem that the vast
majority of our thinkers are continually thinkingetwrong way; because
they are engaged all their lives in prying into thanifestations of life on
the outward plane, and do not seem to care a stibawt what is taking
place within the inner life of the soul."

"Therefore," answered Theodorus, "they will pemsth their illusions; and
the Bible is right in saying that the ways of therlaly-wise are foolishness
in the eyes of the Eternal.

"What will it serve you, if your head is full of spulations about the details
of the phenomenal illusions of life, and you becars=nile imbecile in
your old age? What will it serve you, roaming abitwt world and gratifying
your curiosity in regard to its details, when, atteat world has vanished,
they for ever disappear from your memory? Perhiapsuld be better for
the learned if they knew less of scientific thes@@ad had more soul
knowledge. It would be better if they had feweraties and more
experience. If they were to employ, for instancens of their time and
energy for the development of the spiritual powferlairvoyance, instead of
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spending it to find out the habits of some specfesfrican monkey, they
would fare better by it. If they were to obtain fi@wver to heal the sick by
the touch of their hands, instead of seeking nethats to poison humanity
by inoculations of injurious substances, humanibyld be the gainer. There
are thousands of people who work hard all theedjwithout
accomplishing anything which is really useful odenng. There are
thousands who labor intellectually or mechanictdlyperform work which
had better be left undone. There are vastly mooplpeengaged in
undermining and destroying the health of man thaturing his ills, more
engaged in teaching error than in teaching thétrabre trying to find that
which is worthless than that which is of value;thee in dreams and their
dreams will vanish; they run after money, and tlomeay will remain while
they themselves perish and die.

"The obstacles which arise from the external warklintimately connected
with those from the inner world, and cannot be sxtpd; because external
temptations create inward desires, and inward eesall for external means
for gratification. There are many people who dograwe for the illusions of
life, but who have not the strength to resist théray have a desire to
develop spiritually and to gain immortality, but gloy all of their time and
energy for the attainment of worthless things,aadtof using it to dive
down into the depths of the soul to search fompiieeless pearl of wisdom.
Thousands of people have not the moral couragestikdoose from social
customs, ridiculous habits, and foolish usageschwthey inwardly abhor,
but to which they nevertheless submit becausedhegustoms and habits
to act against which is considered to be a sodialec Thus thousands
sacrifice their immortality to the stupid godde$$ashion.

"Who dares to break loose from the bondage impaped him by the
fashion which at present dominates religious thtigliho has the courage
to incur the sneers of the imbecile, the ridicul¢he ignorant, the laughter
of the fool, and gain thereby a light of whose #®ase those who live in
eternal darkness know nothing? The vast majoritysafple drown the voice
of reason and dance with the fool. Rather than kiasie vanity suffer, they
allow the spirit to starve; rather than be crudfeand rise into immortal life,
they submit to the galling chain; they lose th@ipreciation of liberty, and,
becoming used to their chains, begin to love thethimmpose them upon
others.
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"I am not a believer in the total depravity of humraature; | know that
man's animal energies, on account of their inhanstinctive efforts for the
preservation of their existence, are opposed tal¢velopment of his higher
principles, because the life of the higher involtres death of the lower; but
| also know that in each human being is containpdveer for good, which
may be made to develop if the proper conditionggaren. There are
elements of good and elements of evil in every raad,it depends on
ourselves which class we desire to develop. Frahreary stone nothing can
grow but a cherry tree, from a thistle seed notleisg than a thistle; but
man is a constellation of powers in which all kimdseeds are contained,;
you may make him grow to be a hog or a tiger, ayjebor a devil, a sage or
a fool, according to your own pleasure.

"The continual rush after more money, more comfodre pleasure, after
we already possess all we require, which charaeteour present
civilization, is not necessarily a sign of viciogss and moral depravity; but
it is rather caused by the instinctive impulse gir@mt in the constitution of
man, to reach some higher and better conditionghvexpresses itself on the
mundane plane. Man intuitively knows that, no mdtt@w rich in money or
fame he may be, he has not yet reached a stateiah Wwe will be contented
to rest; he knows that he must still keep on stgyvior something, but he
does not know what that something is. Not knowhnghiigher life, he
strives for more of those things which the lowés &ffords. Thus we may
see a bug or a butterfly falling into a lake, amdts vain efforts to save itself
from drowning swimming away from the shore, becatidees not know in
which direction the means for salvation exist. €These of the world and the
root of all evil is ignorance. The curse of mahisignorance of his higher
nature and final destiny, and the efforts of a sygtem of religion and
science ought to be above all to remove this sitypid

"But it is also true that ignorance and conceit@osely connected together,
and that the ignorant hate him who is wiser thay tif one man, knowing
more about the requirements of his nature, andalesto employ all his
energies for the attainment of a higher state, \wedare to assert his
manhood and to rebel against the chains of fasbmurd he continue to live
unmolested in his community? and if he were to eategyto another, would
he not be exposed there to the same troubles? Hiel\still come in contact
with men who hated freedom because they were eglligathains, who
would misunderstand him, suspect his motives, amggeute him; and woe
to him if he had any human failings upon which shake of slander could
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fasten its poison fangs. Wherever darkness exisdss exists abhorrence of
light. Wherever ignorant man enters, there enteirperfections. Wherever
ignorance resides, there are her attending arggedpjcion, envy, and fear.
Would it not be more within the scope of a trueesce to enlighten man
about his higher nature, than to dig for wormshim bowels of the material
plane?

"That which is almost impossible to accomplish lhg tinaided efforts of a
single individual, may often easily be accomplishgdhe co-operation of
many, and this law seems to prevail in all depantsief nature. If a
sufficient number of people were determined taedtiom the harlequin
stage of the world and to turn away from the tortdoes of a fashionable
existence, they might, if they could harmonize vatith other, form a power
sufficiently strong to repel the attacks of the sten which would devour
them all if they were separated and unaided by etdwdr. Those who are
not yet progressed far on the ladder of evolutieadthose who are upon a
higher step to assist them on their upward way thadhigher ones need the
lower for their support, in the same sense aslameeds a solid ground to
rest upon and maintain its position.

"There have been at previous times, as there avemamerous people who
became convinced that there is a higher and imfieeiahd who desired to
surround themselves with such conditions as wers fagorable for its
attainment. Such people were not merely to be fo@hristian countries,
but also among the 'heathen.' Lamaseries and lpdges's, monasteries,
convents, and places of refuge have been estath|igliere people might
strive to attain a higher life, unimpeded by thgragsions and annoyances
of the external world of illusions. Their originalirpose was beyond a doubt
very commendable. If in the course of time manyhsuostitutions have
become degraded and lost their original charaitEistead of being places
for the performance of the noblest and most diffikund of labor, they have
become places of refuge for the indolent, idle, sungerstitious; it is not the
fault of that principle which first caused suchtingions to be organized,
but it is the consequence of the knowledge of thkdr nature of man and
his powers and destiny having been lost, and wigldss of that
knowledge, the means for the attainment, the aalgam, was naturally lost
and forgotten.

"Such a degradation took place in Europe, espgdalling and after the
Middle Ages, when, enriched by robberies and enddwyedying thieves
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who wanted to buy salvation, the clergy amassedtgvealth and lived a
luxurious life, feasting on the fat of the land.eftthen knew nothing more
of the conditions of a higher existence; they bexasnters of attraction for
the hypocrite and the idle. They passed away tli@hours in apparently
pious amusements, and in striving to gain more nateealth. Instead of
being centers from which blessings should spread the country, they
became a plague to the land. They robbed thearuh, vampire-like, they
sucked the last drop of blood out of the poor. Téytinued in this manner
until the cup of their crimes was full, when theafr Reformation caused the
downfall of many and a certain reform of the rest.

There are still numerous convents existing in Ear@md in America their
number is on the increase. The modern reformeisdbmlist and
materialist, looks upon them with an evil eye; th& unprejudiced observer
will not deny that some of them are doing a gresatl @f good in their own
way. Some have established schools, others opersgitdls; and above all
are the Sisters of Charity unsurpassed in thefulrssss in the care for the
sick. Thus some of these orders serve the nobfparof benefiting
humanity, and their usefulness could be increasbdwsandfold if the light
of spiritual knowledge--the Holy Ghost, to whomyheray--were to be
permitted to descend upon their ranks.

"Do the religious orders as they are now fulfikithoriginal purpose of
raising man up into a higher and spiritual statexa$tence, or are they
merely centers around which pious and benevolespilpéhave collected
who teach schools and nurse the sick--occupatidmshwnight perhaps
equally well be performed without professing anytipalar creed? If the
religious convents are calculated to develop tpmetgality and to produce
truly regenerated men and women, they will be thegs where we may
find some manifestation of spiritual powers; fdatent power which never
manifests itself is of no use; it cannot existma&tive state without
manifesting itself. Let us therefore be permitteésk: Do the inhabitants of
our convents consciously exercise any spiritualgre® Can they knowingly
cure the sick by the touch of their hands? Arertineier senses sufficiently
opened, so that they may see and hear, taste, smelfeel things which are
Imperceptible to the senses of average man? Cgiptbphesy, with any
degree of certainty, future events, except by trekisions of logic? Are
there any among them who have become Adepts? Véltheg actually
know about the conditions required to enter a dugdtate of consciousness
than that of ordinary mortals? What do they knowudtihe means to enter
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adeptship and to obtain a conscious existenceuds?W/hat do our monks
and nuns know about the constitution of the hunoauh, &nd especially of
those souls who are entrusted to their care? Whdahair experiences when
in that higher state called ecstasy? If there samong them who enters
into a state of trance, or is levitated into the @i able to produce a simple
mediumistic phenomenon, do they know the occulseawvhich produce
such effects, or is not such an occurrence coreiiderbe an unexplainable
or supernatural miracle?

"It is idle for the priests to assert that they &angive sins, or that sins can
be forgiven through them. If they do not possesssairitual powers, we
cannot believe that they are able to communicamtto others; and if they
convey such powers to others, where are theirtsftedoe seen? Do the
ignorant become wise after having been baptizeld watter? Do those who
have submitted to the ceremony of confirmation iolfianness of faith?
Does the sinner become innocent after having the faken off from his
conscience by means of absolution? Can our clergyghange the laws of
nature? Can they by any external ceremony causgrt¢iweth of an inner
principle? or does he who enters a church an anooate out an animal
still?

"These are perplexing questions, and | would hketto be understood as if |
desired to throw any discredit upon the motivearof of the inhabitants of
our convents and nunneries. | am personally actpdhinith many of them,
and found them to be good and kind and well-meap@uple, without that
priestly pride and arrogance which unfortunatetgiicharacterize the
clergymen of the world; but I believe that all tp@od which they do they
could perform as well, and even a great deal hettdrey were to undertake
the study of the soul, its organization and funwicand if they were
qgualifying themselves for that study. They wouldrtlbe able to develop
consciously those higher faculties which have sgpoedusly developed
among some of their members, who, on account ¢f ananexpected and
abnormal development, were called miracle-workeisamts.

"How can any one be a true spiritual guide whorf@spiritual powers, and
who, perhaps, does not even know that such powest? &Vhat would you
think of a surgeon who knew nothing whatever oftamg? what of a
physician who did not know his patient? what ofiacdpainter, a deaf
musician, an imbecile mathematician? What shalthwe of a physician of
the soul who knows nothing at all about the soutsoattributes, who has
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never seen it, and is merely of the opinion thakists? Have we not a right
to doubt the usefulness of such a physician, ankex with Shakespeare--

"Throw physic to the dogs; I'll none of it"?

If the inhabitants of our convents and monasteinssead of employing the
time and energy which they need for the performari¢keir customary
ceremonies, for the saying of rosaries and thetitepes of litanies, &c.,
were to employ them for the purpose of acquiririglggowledge, for the
study of the essential constitution of man andattire, and for the
acquisition of spiritual power, their usefulnesghtibe extended to an
enormous degree. Their knowledge would be no lorggdricted to earthly
things, but expand to heaven; they would not neaditse the sick, for they
could cure them by the touch of their hands; theuld not need to baptize
people with water, for they could baptize them with spirit of sanctity;
they would not need to listen to confessions, ieytwould be able to read
the thoughts of the culprit. Why should they noabée to do their duties
much better if they were wise instead of ignordrthey knew the truth
instead of blindly accepting a creed,; if they hael power to accomplish that
which they now expect an invisible and unknown poteeaccomplish in
response to their prayers? If the public beliew there is one miracle-
working saint at a convent, do they not rush thenmeceive his or her
blessings? What would be the fame of a convent csegbentirely of saints
whose powers could not be doubted?

"But how can monks and nuns acquire such powers?ddn they qualify
themselves for such a study? It has been saidttisaen times more
difficult to remove an old error than to find a nawth; and there lies the
difficulty. A page which is already full of writingill have to be cleaned
before it can be written upon again. They wouldentvpurge their minds of
all dogmatism and sophistry before they can seégheof truth; they
would have to become like children before they eater the kingdom of
heaven within their own souls. They would haveaimove the mountain of
rubbish which has accumulated in time in the vesgtilof the temple,
consisting of errors and superstitions, and ofctimpses of forms from
which the spirit has fled. Ages of ignorance hawetcebuted to its growth,
and it has become venerable by age. The inhabiétite convent bare
their heads and bend their knees when they apptbatbile, and they do
not dare to destroy it. To become wise, they wialde to learn the true
meaning of their own doctrines, symbols, and bookshich they at
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present merely know the outward form and the detdrl They would have
to form a much higher and nobler conception of @@uoh to invest Him with
the attributes of semi-animal man. They would havease their moral
doctrines upon the intrinsic dignity of the divipenciple in man, instead of
appealing to the selfish desires of man and tddaisof punishment, to
induce him to seek his salvation.

"This may be accomplished in the far-distant futime not at the present
time. Ages and centuries may roll away before thight of truth will
penetrate through the thick veil of materialism aogerstition which, like

an icy crust, covers the true foundation of hungigions. Look at the ice-
fields of the Alps, covering the sides of the maims, sometimes many
miles in area. They extend in solid blocks, perlrapse than a hundred feet
thick, down to the valley. They are the productsaituries; and firm as the
rock the ice appears; and yet these rigid and apggimmovable masses
move and slowly change from year to year. Theyegtta rocks upon which
they rest, and they throw out that which is foreighere may cracks and
fissures be seen at the top, and if, as happenstsoes, a man falls into one
of these fissures, his remains will be found maegryg afterwards at the foot
of the glacier, below the field of ice, having besgrewed out by the same.

"Change, slow change, is going on everywhere iareakEven in the most
rigid and orthodox religious systems, in the mastighted hearts and heads,
there is going on a continual change. Already thetrthes which were
expounded in the pulpits of the Middle Ages haverbmodified to a certain
extent. The proportions of the devil have shrunknsch that the people
have almost ceased to fear him, and in the sanmeel@g clerical power has
diminished, the conception of God has assumedradgraaspect. Already
the necessity of performing humanitarian laborskeen more fully
recognized, and is by some considered to be ofstlegual importance to
the performance of the prescribed ceremonies.tB#ilchange goes on,
gradually but slowly; for there is a powerful giavito by his negation
resists the decay of the pile of rubbish, and #maenof this giant iBashion

It is fashionable to support certain things, arete¢fore the masses support
them.

"Is the progressive part of the world going to watil the legally appointed
guardians of the truth have found out the trueevaliuthe treasure in their
possession? Have we to wait until they have cledmegewel from the dark
crust which they have permitted to accumulate ataufor centuries?
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Messengers have arrived from the East, the latigiuf where the sun of
wisdom has risen, bringing with them costly moomndigearls and treasures
of liquid gold. Will their untold wealth be entrast to the safe keeping of
those who possess the old and empty forms, othélhew wine be filled in
new casks, because the old ones are rotten?

"But why should those who have begun to see thenddhe day close
their eyes and wait until the blind would inforneth that the sun is rising
over the mountains? Is love of the truth not strengugh to accomplish that
which the fear of a dread hereafter has been aldedomplish? Cannot the
enlightened classes establish academies, whichdvadidr all the
advantages of orthodox convents without their diaathges? Could they
not establish a garden, where the divine lotusdioaf wisdom might grow
and unfold its leaves, sheltered against the stofrpassion raging beyond
the walls, watered by the water of truth, whosengpis within; where the
Tree of Lifecould unfold without becoming encumbered by thedageof
credulity and error; where the soul could brealieepure spiritual air,
unadulterated by the odor of the poison-tree obignce, unmixed with the
effluvia of decaying superstitions; a place whéies Tree of Life, springing
from the roots of the Tree of Knowledge, could giavd spread its
branches, far up in the invisible realm where Wimdesides, and produce
fruits which cause those who partake of them t@bexclike gods and
immortal?"

Here the Adept paused, as if in deep meditationafiar a moment of
silence he said: "Yes, by all means establish {lewsophical monastery, if
you can find any inhabitants duly prepared to emtéor it will be easier to
introduce the truth into a house which is not oeedpthan into one which is
occupied by its enemies.

"But," | objected, "such an institution would reguan Adept as a teacher.
Would you consent to teach?"

To this Theodorus answered, "Wherever there isrd,wlae supply will not
fail to come, forthere is no vacuum in natufe
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CHAPTER VIII
BLACK MAGIC

= T this moment | heard again the sound of the iblds
o4 Silver bell in the air, and the Adept, rising, stidt he was
¢ called away for a few minutes, and invited me toamm
\i&f| until he should return. He left the laboratory, &and
\\\=4 remained alone. | amused myself by looking overhihek

Ssiasiessd| containing theSecret Symbols of the Rosicruciaaisd my
attention was attracted by the sign ¢tentagramturned upside down, so
that the two points of the lower triangles pointgavards. Suddenly a voice
sounding behind my chair said: "In this symbolostained eternity and
time, god and man, angel and devil, heaven andthellbold and the new
Jerusalem with all its inhabitants and creatures."

| turned, and | saw by my side a man with an exélgrimtelligent face,
dressed in the habit of a monk. He excused hinigetfausing an
interruption in my thoughts, and said that | sees®deeply engaged in
meditating over those figures that | had not obsevis entrance.

The open countenance, the pleasant looks, andtélegent expression of
the face of my visitor at once gained my confiderace | asked him who he
was with whom | had the honor to speak.

"l am," said the stranger, "tl&@mulus or, as you well may call it, the
Chela of Theodorus. They call me jocularly his intetlesd principle,
because | have to do his work when the old gentleisrasleep.”

| found his remark very funny, and answered incalar way: "If you are
called his intellectual principle, you are perhap$y a creation of his
thought. | have seen so many strange things impthce, that | would not be
surprised at anything, not even if you were to shriefore my eyes or turn
into a snake or a devil."

To this the apparition replied: "As far as our exé¢ appearance is

concerned, we are all forms produced by thought itais the privilege of
men of a higher order to assume whatever form finelyconvenient for
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their purpose. Thus it may sometimes happen tleatehy devil appears in
the shape of a saint for the purpose of deludimgesgullible fool, and |

know of cases where some jolly spirits of natureeh@ssumed the shapes of
Christ and the apostles for the purpose of amusiegnselves by misleading
some ignoramus. They usually succeed in such clgesam neither a

devil nor an elemental spirit, and you are neilrergnoramus nor a fool."

| found myself highly flattered by the favorableimpn expressed by my
visitor, and | did not wish to appear suspicioud #rus to weaken his faith
regarding my power of judging the character of iispe at first sight.
Moreover, he had such a look of benevolence tHat hot wish to distrust
him. | therefore made him my bow, and said: "I hagéthe least doubt
about your honorable intentions, and am quite gwakyou are a reliable
guide."

"One cannot be careful enough in selecting onetegy' continued the
stranger. "There are at present so many false ptsamd guides. All the
world is at present crazy for poking their nosée the mysteries of the
astral world. Everybody wants to be taught witckicaad sorcery. Secrets,
which for thousands of years have been wisely kijaten before the eyes
of the unripe and profane, are now bawled out fleenhousetops and sold
at the market-place as objects of trade. Hundrédslbappointed "masters"
and guides speculate upon the selfishness andiansbdf their disciples,
and, the blind leading the blind, they both comgrief. If only all the
seekers for truth were like you, they would notlekided by false promises
held out to them for attaining adeptship."

"I am really glad," | answered, "that you have digered my purity and
unselfishness of purpose, and | hope that, in denation of my merits, you
will be kind enough to show me some more of yowudtcsecrets.
Theodorus has already been preaching long sermans,tand | listened to
him with great patience; but now | want to see sbing substantial, and if
possible learn how to perform some occult feats."

"Most willingly," said my companion. "l will do all can for you, because
you deserve by your unselfishness the patronagé thfe Adepts."

So saying, he began to show me some of the cuesit the laboratory,
which contained many strange things. Of some odéHdad read in books
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on alchemy; others were entirely new to me. AtVestcame to a closed
shrine, and my curiosity led me to ask what it aored.

"Oh!" answered the monk, "this shrine contains spowwders for
fumigations, by the aid of which a man may seeBteenental Spirits of
Nature."

“Indeed!" | exclaimed. "Oh, how | should like tcesthese lovely spirits! |
have read a great deal about them in the bookaraicBlsus; but | never had
an opportunity of seeing them."

"They are not all of them lovely,” said the monkhe Elementals of earth
have human forms. They are small, but they havedineer to elongate their
bodies. These gnomes and pigmies are usuallymidnad and cross; and it
Is just as well to leave them alone, although sonest they become very
good friends of man, and may even show him hiddsastires and mines.
The Elementals of air, the sylvans, are of a mgreeable nature; still we
cannot rely upon their friendship. The salamandmiag in the element of
fire, are ugly customers, and it is better to hawthing to do with them. But
the nymphs and undines are lovely creatures, addfien associate with
man."

"l wish | could see those beautiful water-spritésaid; "but | am inclined
to believe that they belong to the realm of thdédabor many years,
accounts given by seafaring men spoke of mermemeanchaids, which
they insisted on having seen at a distance. Thetlsat those people were
like human beings, of whom the upper part resemaletn or a woman,
while the lower part of their body was a fish. Thelg great stories about
their beauty, their waving hair, and how finelyyle®uld sing; and they
called them sirens, because it was said they cungdso well that men who
heard their voices would become oblivious of evang else but their
songs. At last, such a siren was caught; and itgat¢o be nothing else than
a curious fish of the species callddlicore cataccawhich at a distance
may be mistaken for a man, on account of its coland which barks
somewhat like a dog. Perhaps those undines andhsyane also nothing
but fishes."

"This is a most erroneous opinion, my dear sirsvaered the monk. "The

halicore is a fish; but the nymphs and undines=teeental spirits of
nature, living in the element of water, being, unal@inary circumstances,
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invisible to man, and not being able thereforedaaught in this manner.
‘They are almost like human beings, but far moneretal and beautiful; and
under certain circumstances they may be seen by Tty may even attain
a permanent material form and remain on land; azeka is even known in
which a certain Count Stauffenberg married suckhirapih on account of her
beauty and lived with her for more than a yearil soime stupid theologian
frightened him by telling him that his wife was evd. The count at that
time had fallen in love with some good-looking pe#sgirl, and so the
interference of the preacher was welcome, anddiettos as a pretext to
drive his true wife away. But she revenged herselti on the third day after
his second marriage the count was found dead ihdds These nymphs are
very beautiful. They are strong in love, and anestant; but they are also
said to be very jealous."

The more the monk spoke about the water-nymphssttbager grew my
desire to see them. | asked him to put me in connration with those
beautiful spirits; but he made all sorts of excusdsch, however, only
served still more strongly to excite my curiosity.

"We are living here in this sinful world, and ougtut to meddle with the
inhabitants of another. We are all sinners anddi&dsuccumb to
temptations. These water-nymphs are continualliiisgeo be united with
men, and they have good reason for it, becausehidnay no immortal souls.
Becoming united with man they form a link with Bisul, and thus partake
of his immortality."

"Why, then," | exclaimed, "do you hesitate to conjthese beings? | would
only be too happy to convey the gift of immortalibyone of these beautiful
spirits. Moreover, | would consider this as anddatharity and duty, and if
such a nymph should insist upon marrying me, Is=®no reason why |
should object if she were amiable. Besides, it @wdnd quite an
extraordinary thing to have a water-nymph for aewif

"They are not only very amiable," said the monlyt'tney are also very
obedient to their husbands. Such a water-nympmbasll of her own; she
regards her husband as her savior and god, nentradats or scolds him,
but is always ready to obey his commands, fulfgl\wishes, and gratify his
desires. She is very modest in her demands, neeldsuries, and requires
nothing except occasionally a short excursion ¢éosashore, which will

-87 -



cause you no expense whatever, because she hasrarethod of
traveling.”

| could restrain myself no longer, and earnestlygaesl the monk to make a
fumigation with the mysterious powder. At last lomsented. Putting a few
pieces of dry maple tree bark and some dried lealviesirel into a brazier,
he added pieces of charcoal and lighted them. &ie slrewed some of the
mysterious powder, and a white smoke arose, fillvegroom like a mist and
with a very sweet odor. The objects in the labaoyatould soon be seen
only dimly through that mist, and finally disappealtogether. The walls
of the chamber were no more to be seen. The aimextéo take on a
vibratory motion and to become more dense; butfréan feeling oppressed
by this, | felt a great exhilaration and satisfactiAt last | knew | was in the
element of water, and was supported by it. | wasswing, but my body
was as light as a feather, and it required no effbatever to keep me from
sinking; it seemed as if the water was my own efldpes if | were born in
it. A light shone directly above my head. | rosetoiphe surface and looked
around. | was in the midst of the ocean, dancingngdown with the
waves. It was a bright moonlight night. Right abowve stood the full moon
and threw her silvery rays upon the water, cauthegipples and the foamy
crests on the tops of the waves to sparkle likadigilver or diamonds. Far
in the distance appeared the coast with a mourdage, which seemed
familiar to me. At last | recognized it as the daafsthe island of Ceylon,
with the range of mountains beyond Colombo andeGalirely | could not
mistake, for | recognized the Adam's Peak.

Never shall | forget the agreeable sensation caogdidat ethereal bath in
the moonlit sea in the Indian Ocean. It seemedddhat at last my wish had
been fulfilled, and that | was free of my mortatlgand its weight; and yet |
was myself. | could see no difference between tdaylh inhabited now and
the one | inhabited before the fumigation was made; my present body
was so light that it seemed as if it would floathe air as easily as it did
upon the water.

Listen! some faint sound is brought by the breézeems to be a human
voice. It comes nearer, and now | hear it plairtlis the melodious song of
a female voice. | look in the direction from whittte sound seems to come,
and | see three forms floating upon the wavesigiand sinking and coming
nearer. They seem to play with each other, andeasapproach | behold
three beautiful females with long, waving hair; th& one in the middle
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surpasses the others in beauty. She seems to hadhn, for she wears a
wreath of water-plants upon her head. Still netivey come. Now they see
me and stop. They consult together, but curio®tygeiers their fear. They
come quite close and speak to me. Their voicefuddrand melodious; their
language is foreign to me, and yet | understand ey say. Having
discovered that | am a mortal, they appear as asxm cultivate my
acquaintance as | am anxious to be on friendlysemith them.

They invite me to go with them to their home; tisggak of their palace
constructed of beautiful shells among the coralsreethe depths of the
ocean; of the milk-white pearls with which they Baarnamented the walls;
of the azure blue of the waves shining throughtttsesparent walls of their
houses; and the curious things which no mortalevesl seen. | object, and
tell them that | am mortal and that | could notlim their own element; but
the beautiful queen, rising out of the water upé¢owaist, smiles and shakes
her charming head, and fluid diamonds seem torstfe@m her waving
locks. "Come," she whispers; "no harm will befally for my love shall
protect you." She extends her beautifully shapetdaowards me and
touches my shoulder, and at her touch my conscasssfades away. A
voluptuous sensation pervades my whole being | ket | am dissolving in
the element of water; | only dimly hear the distdminder of the breakers as
they roll upon the sandy beach. | feel that myr@dsas been fulfilled--a
moment, and | know nothing more.
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CHAPTER IX
THE END

== HAVE little more to add to my tale. | awoke, angkaing
AT my eyes, | found myself stretched upon the mosthan
== | shadow of that mighty pine, where | had eviderdljeh
%k | asleep. The sun stood still high above the westerizon,
#|and far up in the sky two vultures described lorayah
- spirals in the air; and in their cries | seemecetmgnize
the voice of the queen of the nymphs. On the oppassie
of the valley was still the rushing waterfall withe foaming basin, and the
spray still rose in the air, and the water stikdver the moss-covered
edge.

"Alas!" | exclaimed, "has all | have seen been mglelse than a dream?
Has that which seemed so beautiful and real beeelyren illusion of my
brain, and have | now returned to real life? Why ldnot die in the arms of
the queen, and thus save myself this horrid awalketii

| rose, and, as | rose, my eye fell upon the bua white lily sticking in a
buttonhole of my coat. 1 could not believe my eyesl suspected that | was
again the victim of a hallucination. | grasped lihe It did not vanish in my
grasp; it was as real as the earth upon whicholdstio was of a kind which
does not grow in these cold mountainous regior®)lit grows where the air
is mild and warm. | remembered the gold; | put rapdhinto my pocket, and
there, among the few remaining silver pieces, htba solid lump of gold as
bright as the purest; but the little ruby pearld deopped off from its

surface and were lost. | then recollected the ptecbook which the Adept
had promised to send to my room in the village but;somehow it seemed
to me that | had committed an indiscretion durimg absence of Theodorus
by prying into the secrets of his laboratory asteling to the temptations of
the Nymphs. | felt as if | did not deserve the favand was doubtful whether
or not he would send me the book.

| flew rather than walked down the mountain, altimgroad leading toward
the village. Little did | now care for the scenengither for the mountain
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tops, which were gilded by the rays of the setting, nor for the murmuring
river. It grew dark; and the full moon arose over hills, looking exactly
like the moon | had seen some hours before inrtih Ocean. | calculated
about the difference of time between Germany ando@eand | found that
indeed | might have seen the moon shine in thed®&engal while the sun
was shining in the Alps.

| arrived at O., little heeding the astonished ®wokthe villagers, who may
have believed me insane as | hurried through tieetst | entered the inn,
rushed upstairs to my room, and, as | enteredy luggn the table the
precious book, "The Secret Symbols of the Rosiangdf the Sixteenth and
Seventeenth Centuries." On the fly-leaf were wmitifew lines in pencil,
saying:--

"Friend, | regret that you left our home so abrypind | cannot invite you
to visit us again for the present. He who desimegmain in the peaceful
valley must know how to resist all sensual attratdj even those of the
Water Queen. Study this book practically; bring ¢trele into a square.
Mortify the metals; calcinate and purify them dfralsidua. When you have
succeeded, we shall meet again. | shall be withwloen you need me.--
Yours fraternally,

"THEODORUS"

It may be imagined that, in spite of my fatigudjd not go to sleep very
early. | walked up and down in my room, thinkingeothe events of that
memorable day. | tried to find the line between\tsible and the invisible,
between the objective and subjective, between dseand reality, and |
found that there was no line, but that all thesms$eare merely relative,
referring not merely to the conditions of thingsiethappear objective or
subjective to ourselves, but to our own conditiarg] that while in one state
of existence certain things may appear real tandsoghers illusive, in
another state the illusions become real, and thathwbefore seemed to be
real is now merely a dream. Perhaps our wholed&raglife will seem to be
at the end nothing else than a hallucination.

As | walked about the room | observed a Bible bgiog to my host lying
upon a cupboard. | felt an impulse to open it atlcan and to see what it
said. | did so, and my eye fell upon the twelftlagter of the second epistle
of the Apostle Paul, written to the Corinthians anit said:--
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"I knew a man in Christ, above fourteen years aduefher in the body or
whether out of the body | cannot tell; God knoweslirh a one was caught
up into paradise and heard unspeakable words, whishnot lawful for a
man to utter'
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APPENDIX

A ROSICRUCIAN
INSTITUTION IN
SWITZERLAND

fter the first edition of the foregoing pages ageel, an
=4 attempt was made in republican Switzerland to ciautcy
3 effect these ideas. In the midst of the mountangng the
L8| most sublime and picturesque scenery, upon a sethitl
A\t=¥ near the shore of the most beautiful Italian lakeensive
: =/ grounds were purchased, and it was proposed td auil
house Whose object it was to serve as a refughidse who wanted to
cultivate spirituality pure and simple, without aaymixture of priestcraft
and superstition. It has not yet been finally dedigvhether this undertaking
will be a success or a failure; but the latter @ethan probable, as the
method of thinking in old dilapidated and dying &oe is too narrow
minded to permit of grasping such an exalted idea.

We have asked the question whether there woulchpese or necessity for
such an institution, and received the followingvess

Upon the wide expanse of our social sea of lifegh® at present no dry spot
to be found where the white dove of truth may hestweary feet. The
waves of contending self-interests clash togeting blown into fury by
the storms of passion that rage in the human h®ealfishness, deceit, and
the follies of fashion are the kings that rule otlex peoples of Europe,
claiming as their tribute the immortality of theiwuls. The battle for
superiority in the struggle for existence forcesams and individuals to use
evil means; conventionalism forces men and womdsetbypocritical; to be
honest and unselfish means starvation and ruipe toue and sincere means
to incur social ostracism; sharpness, cunning palidy are the vermin that
infest the seat of divine wisdom; every social weieks to live and to thrive
upon the ignorance of the rest. Thus man's whole &nd attention is taken
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up with running after the worthless baubles andglees of this grossly
material world, and the only redeeming angel, the tiving faith--meaning
the spiritual power to recognize spiritual trutefast driven away, taking
with it the true light and leaving the world in @aess and despair.

Is there no one whose aspirations go higher thanjwy the comforts of
life, to eat and to drink, to be merry to-day aodlie tomorrow, and who
has ever been longing to find some way of escape this great carnival,
and to throw off the mask which he is forced to maaad which prevents
him from seeing the truth? Do such persons nevehn var a place where
they might find refuge and enjoy communication vitie God whose
temples they are? Is such a desire to escapehselfid is it necessary to
hold out in the whirling dance that ends in thesabgf death?

It is truly said that spiritual strength grows obly resistance to temptations,
but there must be a certain amount of strengthrbdfese temptations can
be resisted and overcome by the power of the sfarnit selfish to seek to
gain strength before the battle is entered? lfisk to wish for the
possession of a certain amount of truth beforeemers into an atmosphere
filled with lies? Is it selfish if the gardener diees a delicate plant in the
hot-house until it grows strong enough to be sétrothe garden and to
encounter the vicissitudes of the climate? anaisspirituality such a
delicate plant? Is it selfish for a child to remairthe mother's womb until it
has gained strength to support its own life, ambisthe spiritual
regeneration of man most difficult to accomplishifeTvorld is full of
spiritual miscarriages which have entered the éatith the devils that rule
the world prematurely, and without being prepadiie fight; neither will
the means for such a preparation be found in ourcties and schools as
they are constituted at present; where what isatiext "religion” is carried
on as a social amusement, and where not even theimgeof the term
"spirituality" seems to be known. Those who wishina the true light must
rise up and embrace it with their whole heart d&irtwhole being; they
have no time to dream or to amuse themselves hathiltisory treasures of
the terrestrial plane.

It is often said that people with spiritual aspoas should remain in the
world and teach others, and do all the good thay lsat what good can
anyone do, if he has no knowledge of the conseeusenichis acts, and what
knowledge can anyone teach to another if he kn@ttsmy himself?
Spiritual aspirations alone do not constitute sjaliknowledge; we must
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not only feel the truth but see it before we caawkit ourselves. How can
anyone teach the truth if the truth does not it®=th in and through him?
There is already an abundance of preachers anlgetesaia the world who
know the truth only from hearsay and from the regaif books; but it is
only their light that shines, and not the lightlo¢ truth. What man needs is
the Light itself, and not merely a descriptiontoflihere is no necessity to
start a new sect with a new set of opinions anddsebut there is a great
necessity that a way should be found to teach mdrtkow they may open
their eyes, so as to be able to perceive the thetmselves.

To those who know nothing about the possibilitatéining self-
knowledge, imagining that God is incapable of teaglanything to the soul
and that divine wisdom like manmade science isttebrned from man, the
object of our institution will be incomprehensible those we can only say
that it is not the object of this enterprise tanfgh a retreat for misanthropes
and hypochondriacs, where they may lead a lazydifmising themselves
with bemoaning the wickedness of this sinful wordither is it to be an
infirmary for ghost-seers, visionaries, or dreametsere they may revel to
their hearts' content among the creations of th&ir fancy; nor is it to be a
"school for occultism," where magic arts are taughthe fool; but it is
intended to be a place where those who earneglseas spirituality may
find the external conditions necessary to cultiveéad to acquire the true
"magic staff" that will securely support them oeithvoyage through
eternity; namely, the power to recognize divinghtnwithin their own
selves--not by any capacity of their own, but bs plower of the Light itself,
which comes to all men if they are willing that dherkness should be driven
away.
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If you have appreciated this work and want to fertsupport this healing
ministry and your enlightenment please take a ktake following link:
www.livingnow.net/vanderpool/
and take a look at one of the most powerful alliratsubstance known to
man kind, that can boost your immunity and immuystesm 1.Q. up to 103-438%
increase. This all natural substance has over a&fsya# research and 3000
scientific studies behind it. | promise you it wok well worth your closest
scrutiny, time, and investigation.
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